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First on the scene.
First in our hearts.

Shore Health System and its hospitals would like to thank the men and women on the

front line of healthcare. We salute the commitment of the rescue and fire personnel,

* medical professionals and volunteers who stand ready to serve our community every

day. Your tireless dedication makes you true heroes. Shore
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ExcepTioNnAL CARE., EVERY Day. www.shorehealth.org
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The Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)
annually presents the Maryland STARS OF LIFE Awards to recognize
individuals and programs for their efforts in assisting in emergency
responses. Robert R. Bass, M.D., FACEP, Executive Director of MIEMSS, has
announced that Thomas R. Mullen, Mercy President and CEO, is the 2004
recipient of the Maryland Stars of Life EMS Citizen Award.

Mr. Mullen was chosen by the statewide Awards Selection Committee for his
efforts on Monday, Feb. 16, 2004, his quick actions resulting in the rescue of
13-year-olds Elliott Woessner and Ricky Wylie whose kayaks had overturned
on the river outside his home in Oxford, MD.

Maryland Governor Robert L. Erhlich, Jr., is scheduled to present Mr. Mullen
with the Maryland EMS Citizen Award on Monday, May 17th at noon in the
Governor’s Reception Room on the 2nd floor of the State House in Annapolis.

“Tom embraces the mission of the Sisters of Mercy each and every day. If
you ask him, he’d say there was nothing heroic about his actions, that he
simply did what needed to be done. But of course, perhaps that’s one
definition of a hero,” said Sister Helen Amos, RSM, Executive Chair, Board of
Trustees, Mercy Health Services. "On behalf of everyone in the Mercy family,
we wish Tom our heartiest congratulations for this well-deserved honor,” Sr.
Helen added.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Below is a copy of the nomination essay sent to MIEMSS
by Sister Helen Amos, RSM, Executive Chair of the Board of Trustees of
Mercy Health Services on behalf of Thomas R. Mullen.

In October 2003, the Baltimore Area Council of the Boys Scouts of America
recognized Thomas R. Mullen, president and CEO of Mercy Medical Center,
for taking to heart the Scout Oath, "On my honor, I will do my best.” On
Monday, February 16, 2004, Tom turned these words into action that
resulted in saving the lives of two 13-year-old boys, Elliott Woessner and
Ricky Wylie. Tom and his wife, Rosemary, were preparing for lunch at their
home in Oxford, MD. Noticing something strange on the Tred Avon River
outside their home, Rosemary motioned to Tom who quickly discerned that
two people were floating in the icy water next to a kayak, water than had
been frozen over just the previous week. Within the span of 30 minutes, Tom
had sprinted up the shoreline to a neighbor’s home on Bachelor’s Point Road,
coached the boys (who were screaming, "We're dying!”) to swim closer to
shore, then waded in the water nearly to his shoulders to pull them out.
According to media reports, Department of Natural Resources Police Officer

http://www.mdmercy.com/news/0504miemss.asp 6/8/2004
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Barry Ball commented, "I declare, when Tom pulled them out, they were
incapacitated. It was an amazing day. And I realized this morning that the
current took them toward Tom. If the current had been going out, it would
have put them at the mouth of the Tred Avon, and they would have been
dead in moment, I'm sure. They're very lucky.” In this case, luck manifested
itself in Tom Mullen, who noted that “their legs were frozen,” and without his
help, would not have made it to shore. By the time Mr. Ball had arrived, Tom
and Rosemary were both on the scene and had the boys wrapped in
blankets. With Feb. 16th being the President’s Day holiday, Tom and
Rosemary were the only ones on hand and if they had not acted quickly, it
seems assured the boys would have died. Tom’s actions reflect his
commitment to the mission of the Sisters of Mercy—not to be a hero, though
he is certainly that, but to be ready to help others when in need.

http://www.mdmercy.com/news/0504miemss.asp 6/8/2004
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Rescué squads recruit at Westmar

ticipating in eight different stations set
upbytﬁesquads. EMTs and
instructed the groups at individual sta-

es Creek Ambulance Services.
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' ACONING — Students at West-
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external defibrillator, but 32 students
book advantage of the Emergesicy M-
agement ician Recruitment Pro- m

1: BOBBIE L. CARPENTER
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" said Denny medical emergencies and CPR simula-
Youngb| a driver for Georges Creek. tions.
“It's a way for the kids to help their com- )

ity and it's no pay but a lot of fun.”
mﬂemwmdﬂed into groups par-
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After participating in all of
the stations, students shared
their thoughts on what they
enjoyed best about the pro-
gram and also whether
they’re planning on becoming
an EMT. “I live in Gilmore so
may serve in Georges Creek,”
said freshman Chris Adams,
"My favorite part was giving
CPR to the choking victim.”

Sophomore Stephanie
Broadwater from Barton is
uncertain as to whether she
will join the squad. “I am
thinking about becoming an
EMT” she said. “I'd like to
learn more about it.”

Harold Nicol, president of

Georges Creek squad, said
he’s trying to get the program
in place to use for the future,
“We hope more people will
become interested and
through this program they
will know what we do on an
ambulance with a patient.”

One of the stations provided
students with ambulance
information and applications
to both the TriTowns and
Georges Creek squads. Stu-
dents were able to take a look
at the actual books used in the
131-hour course required to
become an EMT along with
locations of where to take the
class.

Bobbie Carpenter can be reached at

times-news.com.
]
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On Dec. 1, 2002, Georges
Creek _Ambulance _Service
nuutedz;nﬂhuggggig;aears

way
Chi Chite e

-Chi’s . can Restau-
rant, D&D Motors, Dairy
Queen of LaVale and Dave

coning, ¥

Also, M&T Bank of Frost-
burg, Marshall's Confec-
tionery, Martin’s Food Market
of LaVale, ' McDonald’s
Restaurant

National Video of Frostburg,

Vocelli Pizza and YCS Com.

puter’ } iy aro g,

The officers and menibers
of Geqy Teek Ambula
e i gy

8] ition
and heart&ggﬁgguhs to each

and every one who helped to |

nuﬂnaﬂﬁsanmostnmanorabm
and e event. Qur
Motto: “Your Life — Is Worth

Our Time.” i
Betty Dawson

secretary
Georges Greek
Ambulance Service
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City fire equipment action riles
volunteers

By John Vandiver
Daily Times Staff Writer

SALISBURY -- Officials for the Salisbury Fire Department and some
volunteer firefighters from Station 2 are at odds again, this time concerning
the city's appropriation of equipment.

Fire Chief David See said the department is consolidating its two rescue
vehicles to eliminate redundancy of services. By combining specialized tools
and equipment onto one truck, See said rescue missions will be made more
efficiently.

One of the rescue vehicles will be taken out of service and its equipment will
be transferred to the newer truck from Station 2 on Naylor Street. The
modified rescue vehicle will be assigned to the Fire Department's North
Division Street station.

However, Station 2 volunteer President Harold Scott said the city has no right
to the equipment.

"The chief has the right to move city-owned equipment. The rescue truck
belongs to the city, but the equipment was purchased by the volunteers," he
said Monday.

Scott said the city took possession of roughly $100,000 worth of equipment
Saturday that was purchased with Wicomico County funds and state grants.
The property is used to extricate accident victims from automobiles.

City officials and members of Station 2 have frequently been at odds. Last
year, volunteers threatened to secede over what they said was mistreatment
of their members by city officials, who made changes in command structures
and staffing in the department.

Though a memorandum of understanding was reached by the two sides last
May, Scott said conflict has again resurfaced.

http://www.delmarvanow.com/news/stories/20040504/localnews/349081.html

5/4/2004
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A See said the city is entitled to the property and that consolidating Salisbury's
rescue vehicles is part of an ongoing effort to streamline the fire department.
"This is not a career versus volunteer issue," See said.
Reach John at 410-845-4656 or
Vandiver jvandive@salisbury.gannett.com.
= Email this story
Originally published Tuesday, May 4, 2004
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In a gesture of support for
Emergency Medical Services,
the Council voted to proclaim
the week of May 16-22 Emer-
gency Medical Service Week
in Pocomoke City. i
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Communiy TErBONcy .. 44,

on how to become partof a Community émergency
TeSponse team at 7:3¢ tonight in the county commission-
ers' m m of the county government building in
La Plata, '

Through 4 cooperative effort of the Charles County
Department of Emergency Services, American Req Cross
and other public agencies and commypj Organizations, .

0 become 3 CERT member  be mhew
to give critical support to ﬁ.rst-Mpondem, Provide im-
mediate assistance to victims and organize Spontaneous
volunteers at g disaster site, : SN
members also can help with nonemergency
Projects that help improve the safgty of the community,

The trauundg includes CPR'anq first aid, disaster pre-
Paredness an Ppsychology, basic fire Suppression, med-
ical Operations, search and rescue techn; ues, the char-
acteristics of biological, nuclear, chemica? and incendj-

€vents, and team Organization and deployment.

ar}:‘A CERT will be an €xtension of first-responder servic-
es offering immediate assistance to victimg until profes.
sional help arrives,” said Mike Zabko, chief executive of-
ficer of the American Red Cross, Southern Maryland
chapter, headquartereq in La Plata, T5p 4

For additiona] information about the program, call the

ed Cross at 301-934-2066,
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POCOMOKE CITY - Last
Wednesday morning members
of the Pocomoke Volunteer Fire
Company, Pocomoke Emer-
gency Medical Services,
Pocomoke Police Department,
and the Maryland State Police
Aviation Division participated
in a mock rescue demonstration
at Pocomoke High Schoolas
partof the school’s prom week
activities. N '

The circumstances of demon-
stration included a car contain-

Last Wednesday morning members of the Pocomoke Volunteer Fire Company,
ical Services, Pocomoke Police Department, and the Maryland State Police Aviation D

ing three high school students
being involved in an accident
with the victims trapped inside.
The 911 system was activated
and various emergency service
agencies were dispatched to the
scene, Upon arrival, rescue per-
sonnel from the fire company
utilized hydraulic tools to
remove the roof of the car. Once
access to the car was achieved,
paramedics from Pocomoke
EM.S, assessed the victims and
etermined that the rear seat

passenger was deceased; the
front seat passenger was a pri-
ority one trauma victim that
would require transport by heli-
copter; and the driver was not
injured but was obviously
under the influence of alcohol.

‘She was arrested by Pocomoke

Police. A number of beer cans

' and bottles were removed from

the car by police.
Trooper 4, the Maryland State
Police medivac helicopter sta-

 tioned at the Salisbury Airport,

in @ mock rescue demonstration at Pocomnoke High School as part of the school’s prom week activities.

Pocomoke Emergency Med-
ivision participated

stration at Pocomoke High School

was dispatched and landed in
the athletic field at the high
school. Once the front seat pas-
senger was stabilized, he was
placed on the helicopter for
transport to the regional trau-
ma center at Peninsula Region-
al Medical Center in Salisbury.
The rear seat passenger was
pronounced dead on the scene
by the Medical Examiner and
he was placed in a hearse to be
taken to Holloway-Melson
Funeral Home in Pocomoke.
Tyrone Mills, Principal at
Pocomoke High, invited all stu-
dents, especially those who are
attending the PHS prom, to
watch this demonstration to see
ing first hand. The fire compa-
ny also provided each student

with a handout eontaining a

poemwrlﬁenby.i’momom. !

. Firefighter Larry Cowger enti-

tled "I Promise" which encour-
ages students to play it safe dur-
ing prom and graduation sea-
son.

The "victims" who participat-
ed in the demonstration were
Caitlyn Morrison, Jamar Man-
cano, and John Brittingham.
Hensler’s Auto Center provided
the car for the demonstration.

The participating agencies
thank Pocomoke High School
for the opportunity to put on
the demonstration and hope
that the students understand
the consequences of drinking
and driving.
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Adventist would like to operate a
27,000-square-foot emergency de-
t on Route 118 near Middle-
rook Road in Germantown Town
Center as a satellite of Shady Grove
Adventist Hospital in Rockville.
Last year, Adventist submitted
plans for the department that would
provide 24-hour care and five inpa-
tient beds to the Maryland Health
Care Commission, which must
grant the project a certificate of need
to N 13-member commis-
sion has not rendered a decision yet.
However, the response from the
state thus far indicates that the proj-
ect will not be _mhﬁnna,__&‘ according

president and CEO. “All of the ig-
nals out of the Maryland Heal

Care Commission are that this is not
something they’re interested in,” he

told The Gazette’s editorial board  d\

April 23.

“There is skepticism about the
need, There's also skepticism about
doing something different,” Robert-
O oproved, the departmen

approved, ey t
would _um.mw_.wu&wawwﬁ in
Maryland although not unique to
other states, such as Virginia.

Concerns about the project have
been raised by state agencies includ-
ing the hospital rate-setting Health

strictions a satellite

center plan in jeopardy

would, !Eﬁnm said.
might as well make that in-
tment and serve the community

Pamela Barclay, deputy director
of health resources for
land Health Care Commission, said
she could not say whether the com-
in  mission likely would or would not
approve the proposal. “We still
have it under review. We have to
issue our decision and that will be
,  our analysis of it,” she said Thurs-

Barclay said the commission
i ider all opinions about the
“We certainly have a lot of
ts from the public, and
there’s a lot in the record,” she said.

i , ivic ¢y problems but a true heall

Comnission, q
sppueal e L ot

; lowing .n Fod
T%ﬁwﬁ?ga&nﬁbﬂ

town, they would see the need.  About 30,000 of those visitors come
from Germantown.
Five years agp, the emergency

year. The proposed Germantown
department would receive about
25,000 visits a year,

Shady Grove Adventist Hospital

We don’t only need it, we demand
it,"” Evans said.

Del. John A. Hurson (D-Dist. 18)
of Chevy Chase, chairman of the
Health and Government Opera-
tions Committee, said hesitation to-
ward the project may stem from the

“Baltimore-centric” hofthe P

Maryland Health Care Commis-

m_on.

“The _u_m%mﬂ problem we have
with the Maryland Health Care
Commission is we have nobody
from Montgomery County on it.

They don’t understand the needs of
our county,” he said.
“I¢'s become glaring that the ab-

sence of m@c_m_.n%ﬁ diversity on the

commission is not just QEE_W poli-
care

tals rather than need.

ust this idea of allowing hospi-
tals to set up full-blown emergency
gﬁwmmﬁéﬁhﬂgi

jally have them proliferate
gﬁﬁmﬁwﬂs...g%i
things need to be considered and
thought through,” he said.
Adventist’s project should be
ignated as a new hospital, which

s s gme” I
made complete sense that there'd
be an emergency center for Ger-
mantown. Any other township of

It's certainly 3:55%.«2“_ all of the
community wants,” said Lawrence and at its Rockville campus,
i - mbvnnmca said. However, that ex-

B lem,” Hurson said.
Altt wwaﬂbn Montgomery
County ulation has wn,
Shady Oﬂﬂﬂﬁmmwm:mh_u w..._wmﬂ“_ ex-
panded in 25 years, rison said.

No new pitals have been
built in Montgomery County since
the construction of Shady Grove,
however, some of the county’s hos-
pitals have expanded.

Shady Grove has plans to ex-

ion will not occur for another
years. The Germantown emer-
gency department, a relatively low-
cost_solution, could open in less

, than a year, he said.

Shady Grove's emergency de-

A e p t receives app y
ity 87,000 visitors a year, a.number in

of Poolesville, he said. ?EKS&E_MM!S-%:BY
- kins Hospital in Baltimore, he said.

F t Deborah Yancer ex-
pressed concern about the hospi-
tal’s ability to serve the community
without the additional capacity.

“We're very capacity constrained.
Wait times become a challenge when
you have more and more people in
queues,” Robertson said.

An urgent care center, which
would be forced to charge rates
lower than hospitals, could not be

self or adeq
the needs of the population, he

Traffic congestion and the strain
on Montgomery County Fire and
Rescue units having to travel from
ty points to Shady Grove
support the need for the satel-
lite department, he said.
le in regulatory environ-
ments don't like precedents. Our
risk is to not do something new.
Their risk is to do something new,”

3 " n o
the Maryland Health Care Com-
mission, declined to comment.

Barclay said she expects a rec-
ommendation to be made to the
Maryland Health Care Commis-
sion regarding the project in the
next few ths. The issi
will vote on the recommendation
approximately one month after its
release.
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Shady Grove Adventist Hospital’s ful elsewhere, including Virginia, But this would bethe  Health and Government Operations Committee in the
is bursting at the seams. It was the second Busiest in the first in Maryland. House of Delegates, agrees.
state last year; treating 87,000 patients. Adventist can point to all sorts of advantages. The “The biggest problem we have with the Maryland
Serving mn..,.ﬁ.mai:m upper Montgomery County, center would be seven miles north of the hospital, so Health Care Commission is we have nobody from
the hospital has seen visits patients from the upcounty would have a much shorter Montgomery County on it,” Hurson told our reporter.
rise almost 50 percent over the OurOpinion trip. Fire and rescue ambulances carrying less-than-criti-  “They don’t understand the needs of our county.
t five years, from 60,000, — — T patients to the new emergency room would be out “It's become glaring that the absence of geographic
ﬂw—_w,. growth seems likely to of service for a much shorter time. Further overcrowd- diversity on the commission is not just causing policy

continue unabated, and ital officials are projecting  ing at the main hospital would be averted, keeping roblems but a true health care emergenc roblem.”
visits will exceed 100,000 soon. Hmmm._..m times to a more reasonable length. . The mindset of the Baltimore Emmw..na nﬁhw:’.r::ﬁ”
Shady Grove has plans i de- It certainly sounds like a good idea, ﬁﬁ_v&m state contin- s axm%_wmma by Robert Murray, executive director of
ﬂﬂﬂm:n#.dg_ﬁ 3 i i William Robert-  the Health Services Cost Review Commission, which
the interim, patients will daunting delays. son told The Gazette editorial board that he believes the also must approve the project. He told our reporter that
So, Adventist HealthCare officals have proposed build-  state will not approve the plan. Now, he is just waiting for e questioned whether approval would set the prece-

m_..m» gﬂﬁwmﬁ.n&gﬁsgg sﬁoﬁnm_iﬂmn:mo?ﬁnc@u the appeal process, dent of allowing _.o%m&_m to build :Sa_uwmﬁm emer-
11

near Middlebrook Road in Germantown Town Center. _wq_:mﬂ.vnm&nzﬁqcaosoaca:c:;a?mvv? gency dey ents for the strategic purpose o drawing
dﬁggﬁiﬁﬁﬁmiﬁinﬁg %:&EESu thesda and Montg .,.mmnﬁ. vmmnz_mcm m competin F_.__.,c%__smazﬂﬁzﬁssi.
hospital, a&ﬁ&gﬁgﬁﬁﬁ. a year, significant- Hospital in Olney have objected, saying it might in- Maybe that is a possibility in Baltimore, but in Mont-
ly reducing the overcrowding at the main e room. g@ﬂ.&#&a??ﬁ%ﬁm,sﬁhag@m_ﬁnaﬂ_ gomery hospitals :ﬁ _omw.vm:a__cm_s_ﬁnv:vi:r
The care would be the same, so the rates alsobe  Blue Shield of lan also lodged a complaint, say- growth, not to pinch patients from each other.
the same. To full ?%m_u_ rates, Adventist needs ing the rates be too high. The state should recognize that Montgomery County
ission from the state Maryland, which regulates But Robertson said the most important reason that :gioaﬂgqaamwgmgﬂ_nﬂmﬁsg?

itals more closely than any other state. And that is Emzsruﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂﬂangosg:oﬁ%. Eﬂ:ﬂ&mﬁ—ﬁﬁ_&a@_ﬂ::ac_uncﬁaﬁ_;g&am_u.
where the process has come to a complete halt. proved the project is that it just does not understand the  prove the Shady Grove satellite promptly. If Maryland
The state should have ruled on Adventist's applica-  needs of this fast-growing region. The commission is refuses to allow the project, it is condemning all county
tion within 90 days, but it has sat on it for about a year,  structured to restrict the growth of health care facilities,  residents to increasingly protracted waits for treatment
Egggagg, vﬁﬁﬁﬁm&g&ggﬁgﬁﬁg& whenever the need fo visit an emergency room. Unless
Such satellite emergency centers have been success- -&5?::35&059;3:5&5&:5 Eimb:o%:emsgmaca, )
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Benner earns April ‘Atta Boy’ award

The Recognition 28 Reruit-
ment Committee of the Boonsboro
Ambulance and Rescue Service
has selected Darryl “Breeze”
Benner as the Technician of the
Month for April, an honor also
known as the “Atta Boy” award.

Benner

member of the department since
July 2000. He is an EMT-B, Rescue

Rarryl “Breeze” Benner

has been a career |

Technician and Fireﬁgﬁter 3.
Breeze is also employed by Mont-
gomery County Fire & Rescue at
Station 26, is the Deputy Chief of
Sharpsburg Volunteer Fire Com-
pany and is on the Sharpsburg
Area Emergency Medical Ser-
vices’ Board of Directors.

When Breeze is not working or
volunteering with fire and EMS
companies, he likes to spend his
time with his fiancee, Patti Knight,
his daughter, Lacey, and Patti’s
daughter, Kayla.

Breeze was selected by the com-
mittee for completing his assigned
tasks on time, interacting well
with company members and
patients, his positive attitude and
for the extra duties that he fulfills
by assisting with the maintenance
and testing of the company’s air
packs. Breeze was presented with
this award after the company’s
monthly meeting in April.

— Bardonna Woods
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Carroll County
i the rate at whxch
ambulances respond effective-
ly to emergency calls since
24-7 e service has

been improved in Westmin-

ster and Sykesville.

try to main-
tain a standard of responding
to 95 of
calls
Tom Van de Bussche, the
. association’s president.
When an ambulance either
| takes too long to respond to a
call or fails to respond. a sec-
ond ambulance is sent out, he
said.

Ambulances in the county
were late or failed to respond

| 208 times in the first three

| months of 2002, according to

| 911 center data. That number
fell to 111 in first three
months of 2004.

Van de Bussche attributed
that reduction to expansion of
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-
week ambulance coverage in
recent years.

'I'he countys

2

proposed

Increased”é(')verage unproves
ambulance response rates

4 e

be a partial im

includes funds for
a 24-7 unit at the Gam-
ber fire com;

It’stoomtlnthebuduat.

cycleto

second units mﬂhe inservice.
uuﬁdﬁﬁﬁgimuuéﬁiﬁﬁgﬂﬁ
i
8lemenhtion of .
an de Bussche
noted. A full would
include the second
units in Westminster and
Sykesville full 24-7 units as
well, he said.
The county’s delegation to

the program,

£ cbed inded, L the 1u i

m he said. The e
doesn’t l:.nve room fonlz‘:ﬁ |
the General Assembly rejected Y2f Without cutting something
the commissioners’ request for ﬁPIeaseseeAmme ,

g o PO T

.

“Ambulance
From Page Al
else, Zaleski said. A

However, if a new revenue
source becomes available, the
county would reconsider
moving forward with the plan,
he said.

-~

The budget still needs to go
through its public hearing
before the commissioners can
give their final approval.

However, looking to the
future, the firemen’s associa-

tion is concerned about what:

will happen once the county’s
development moratorium
ends this summer, Van de

Fat

Bussche said. The mocmtmn 3
will have to monitor growth |
carefully to ensure that the
system doesn’t become overly
stressed as the county contin-
ues to grow.

Reach staff writer Justin Palk
at 410-751-5909 or
jpalk@leniofmd.com.

.
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Fallen

TIMONIUM — Maryland’s police offi-
cers and firefighters who died in the
i eofdutydmingthepastyearwil[
honored at the 19th Annual Fallen

- Heroes Day Ceremony on today at 1
p.m. at the Fallen Heroes Memorial
within Dulaney Valley Memorial

Gardens, 200 East Padonia Road, one
mile east of Yo_k Road.

€ ceremony salutes police and
correctional officers, firefighters,
emergency medical and rescye per-
ponnel who risk their lives to protect
E?e citizens of Maryland. Since May
» three police officers and four
hters have died in the line of

duty. Fallen Heroes Day is the only
statewide ceremony in the nation
hat brings together all segments of

e public safety community.

The seven public servants who
ill be honored on Fallen Heroes
ay are Lt. Walter A, Taylor Sr.,,

imore Police Department (April
» 2003); Assistant Chief Doug
omas, Kent Island Volunteer Fire
epartment (July 9, 2003); Lt.
Joseph A, Mattingly,  Jr.,
County ~ Police
tment (Sept. 13, 2003); Cpl.
gkgr. Prince George'’s

ice Department (Nov. 15,
i Firefighter/EMT Nadar

xmett, Prince George's County
Fire/EMS Department (Dec. 1,

P

Heroes Da

o o P

2003); Fire Specialist Thomasg
Brown, Baltimore Eounty Fire
Department (Dec., ‘18, 2003); and
Firefighter Richard A. Jones,
Maryland Line Volunteer Fire
Company (Jan. 15, 20043,

The ceremony will Begin with a
procession of more than 25 honor
guards from across the state, motor-
cycles, mounted units, bagpipers and
drummers. Memorial addresses will
be given by Baltimore County
Executive James Smith and
Baltimore Mayor Martin O'Malley.
Frank DeFilippo, political columnist
and commentator, wil] deliver the
keynote address. Mary Beth

en of ABC 2 will serve as the
emcee,

“Those men and women who
choose a career of public Service do
So at an incredible risk to themselves
and their families,” said John
Armiger Jr, president of Dulaney
Valley Memorial--__';Gg'rdens and
founder of Fallen Day. “The
loss of these d dieated public ser-
vants should makexs grateful for all

Wway each and everyday.”
Keeping with=tradition, Gov.
Robert Ehrlich has-issued a procla-
mation declaring May 7 Fallen
Heroes Day in Maryland and hag

= eIt

y set for May 7

ordered Maryland flags flown at half-
staff at the state House and all state
cilities. During the service, a repli-
ca of the Fallen Heroes memorial
and a resolution from the Maryland
House of Delegates will be presented
to the families of the eight fallen
heroes being honored this year. In
memory of all past fallen heroes, a
copy of the Governor's Resolution -
wi]lbepresentedtomefamﬂiesofa- :
fallen firefighter and a police officer
honored in previous years,

Prior to the public ceremony, sur-
vivors of Maryland's fallen heroes
will gather for a private reception,
The Healing Hearts Reception will
provide an opportunity for the syr-
vivors to renew friendships and to
welcome and comfort families who
have lost a fallen hero since the pre-
vious Fallen Heroes Day.

In 1976, 330 burial spaces at
Dulaney Valley Memorial Gardens
were set-aside for fallen heroes and
their spouses by John Armiger, Sr.,
founder of the cemetery. In 1986, -
John Armiger, Jr. established the tra-
dition of honoring those who have
given their lives for the community
in the only statewide ceremony for
Fallen Heroes, Forty-one members
of the public safety community are
buried at the Fallen Heroes
Memorial,
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The city of Bowie is covered
by three fire stations, with
mixed career and volunteer per-
sonnel. Bowie Volunteer Fire
Department is headquartered
near Free State Mall on Route
450, which is also the home of
Belair Co. 39.

The north end is covered by
Huntington Co. 19 and the south
end by Pointer Ridge Co. 43

During 2003, Bowie stations
fielded a total of 12,010 calls for
service, including the
paramedic unit at Co. 43 in
Pointer Ridge. That breaks
down to nearly 33 calls per day.

i - - o
BOWIE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Bow bnqm stations
@® Headquarters: 3262 Su-
perior Lane, Bowie, MD 20715,

301-809-0122; fax 301-809-0123;
e-mail: hq@bowievfd.org.

® Co. 19 (Huntington): 13008
9th Street, Bowie, MD 20715

301-262-0501, fax, 301-809-9713

e-mail:
company19@bowievfd.org

® Co. 39 (Belair Station):
15454 Annapolis Road, Bowie,
MD 20715

301-262-0502, fax, 301-809-0609;
e-mail:
company39@bowievfd.org.
@® Co. 43 (Pointer Ridge):

16408 Pointer Ridge Drive,
Bowie, MD 20716

301-249-6525, fax: 301-249-2062:
e-mail: company43@
bowievfd.org @ Training Office:
16408 Pointer Ridge Drive,
Bowie, MD 20716

301-218-0186, fax: 301-218-0187,
e-mail: training@bowievfd.org

® CPR For Bowie:
301-390-8255; e-mail:
cpr@bowievfd.org

® Membership/Recruitment:
301-805-0651; e-mail:
membership@bowievfd.org

® Web Team: e-mail,
webteam@bowievfd.org

Calls for service 2003 (2002)

Co. 19 Huntington

Fire: 1,100 (994) +10.7 percent

EMS: 1,048 (956) +9.7 percent

Total: 2,148 (1,950) +10.2
percent

Co. 39 Belair

Fire: 2,004 (1,952) + 2.7 percent

EMS: 1,910 (1,785) +7 percent

Total: 3,914 (3,737) +4.7
percent

Co. 43 Pointer Ridge

Fire: 1,718 (1,613) +6.5 percent

EMS: 2,079 (1,969) +5.6 percent

Net Total: 3,797 (3,582) +6
percent

Paramedics: 2,151 (2,190) -1.8
percent

In 2003, the three stations ran
a total of 4,822 fire calls, up from
2002’s 4,559. For emergency
medical service, calls rose from
4,710 in 2002 to 5,037 last year.
That figure does not include the
paramedic unit runs out of
Pointer Ridge which actually
decreased slightly from 2,190 to
2,151.

However, the decrease can be
attributed to the departure from
Co. 43 of a breathing unit that
used to log about 40 calls a year.
From 2001 to 2002, paramedic
calls for Co. 43 climbed from
1,972 to 2,190.

— S. A. KALINICH




LAUREL LEADER

LAUREL, MWD
WEEKLY 30,000
MAY 6 2004

00000 0

CapitalClipping Service

. T;?Elooks at

L}

placing an

ambulance at fire station

BY HAROLD GOODRIDGE -, “17] /2 ,

The Prince George’s County Fire
and Emerge ency Medical Services
Department issued a directive last
week that could lead to an ambulance
being placed at the Laurel Volunteer
Fire Department.

The directive, issued by Chief
Ronald Blackwell of the county
department, could also place the Lau-
rel Volunteer Rescue Squad’s new
fire engine in service by July 1.

“There has been no absolute deci-
sion at this point, but clearly there’s

" for an ambulance at the Lau- . ;'
rel fire station, said Chauncey Bow- -
ers, spokesman for the county Fire.

and EMS
Laurel fire depanmem officials
referred inquiries to department Chief
Kevin Frost, who did not return calls.
Bowers said the Laurel rescue
squad is cun'enﬂy training of its fire
pumper, which it acquired in Novem- .
ber, with members of other county .
fire departments. .
“They are basically rurmmg it for the
final stages of preparations,” Bowers
/9 SeeFire, page 10
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RmmesquadCMdDaﬁden,rigm,andCapt.Jsckﬂumworkonsmnovaﬁonprojectatthe
mﬁwthatistomanewkitdmnandeaﬁngm

Rescue squad upgrades its station

l:i‘msquadpianslobuymeandposml showmﬂmﬂpamnoﬂhesquad‘s
Fire, from page 1 ) bly two new ambulances, i
set” ! repiacemeddaqofﬂwsquad‘sﬂm ShmdMagansa:dmeywudd
lnrecemymﬂlelamulmcue ‘prmmbu]axm.af\secorﬂor;e.tf ask;iryom‘;la[stiaytom-e
Whﬂspﬂsﬁeﬂhbemmized-ﬂsﬂ !tmsqx}admaﬂmﬁlt.waudexpapd ﬁmdmgmhdp;mdmememnm
ﬁm—ﬁghtingasml}asmandm- ltsa!nhtyt_oanmeMSaﬂs,he_sa@. Immandammmtxmnsamplans.
mwmmme Smsandﬂmmsupsquadalsplsm T?w;aqmwﬂlhavemgoﬂuwgh
cppome epartment has staunchly (e pocess of renovating e . s ergency Services Com-
opposed this, ¥ mmmBowngoﬁmugamazgw rmssaon,\y'lnchMayonggMoem
Rescue squad Chairman Richard hwh@andmnrlgama,anqu!mg dlr‘zcmmlmwcdﬂq*:yearmdacr-
Siensa.idﬂiesqvaddoesnmirmnm lcbmk_ianmvm}ragefacmry‘hchmd mmcﬂrcammmtofcltygtammdm
The storage facility is to replace a The commission’s members are for-
RS ) S slomgebw]dingdmea;uadhasleasedm mer city police Lt. Michae] Blevthi 7
[ Eighth Streer: wip symmetcial . former mayors Joe Robison and Rot-c
development is about to displace. DiPietro, and former council mempberg
Sien said he hoped city officials Rick Wilson and Edward Ricks,
would take note of the Squad upgrades, Moe has proposed in his budget for
Last ycar.mcmayorandCiry Coun-  pext year that the commission get
cil cut their annya) contribution to the $180,000 for fire and rescue grants.
m:esqumﬁ'omﬂm,(ll]to%ﬁ.(]]l Sien said he was concemed that the
saying the squad is planning to move commission is made up of people who
from its city location on BowieRoadto  haye spoken against the rescye Squad
a South Laure] location, branching into fire services,
ince George’s County has plans o Council member Michael Sarich
eventually build a new fire stationinthe  sajg Jast week that the commission
Muirkirk Road area. Rescue squad offi- could hold onto part of s funds to pur-
cials have discussed with the county the  chgse an ambulance for the city in the
possibility of staffing it. event that the rescye squad moves (o
“We don't have any intentions of  Soyth Laurel. “We don’t know if
moving out of Layre]” Sien said. they're moving,” he sajd,
“Building this (storage) facility shows “My hope is that (the city) will rein-
Our commitment to the city of Laurel, ~ sgage our funding to Tepresent our con-
We are here to serve them.” tributions to public safety in Laure] ”
“We've been the Laurel Volunteer Morgan said. “If noy. we'll look at other
Rescue Squad since our creation,” said  options, Which do not include leaving
squad Chief David Morgan. “We're  he city.”
committed 1o staying in Laure]” E-mail Harold Goodridge at hgoo-
Sien also pointed 1o 3 squad report rln'c.{s;e@pammu.:'mu.

ht;p;ﬂww,ﬁw_a“eadgncam
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‘Students

watch simulated |

crash to avoid real thing

By GAIL DEAN
s cioat 2 F10E
The ritual of prom is preceded
by rituals — lining up the limo,
selecting a knock-out dress, get-
ting measured for a tuxedo —

and attending the school assem-
bly warning of the dangers of
driving under the influence of
alcohol or drugs.

Last week students at Cam-

bridge-South Dorchester High
School got much more than a

dry lecture and a wrecked car

on the school lawn to remind
them of their mortality as local
law enfor t, paramedi

volunteer firefighters and oth-

# ers staged a mock accident here

in Viking Stadium. It was com-
m.__m__o with a touch-down by the
ooper 4 Maryland State Police

‘W medevac helicopter.

fl an
B April 28. The NDHS prom was

Phato by Gall Dean

Pfe. A.D. Patton of the Cambridge Police Department
and his canine partner, Ricco, search for illegal drugs
diring last week’s mock crash at Cambridge-South
Dorchester High School.-

| urday evening,
Ml at North

The event was coordinated
through the C-SD Wellness Cen-

ter for student health and held

just before the C-SD prom Sat-
May 1. Students
ester High School
also learned about the dangers
of drinking and nlﬁum during

ly held W day,

also May 1.

The people who regularly face
the real tragedies of impaired
and wreckless driving gave
their time Thursday to try to im-
W.oawwzuom,mb students with %m
act young people can die
and traffic mnuam:ﬁun_.m a lead-
ing cause of those deaths.

Among mock crash partici-
pants were volunteers from Res-
cug Fire Co.; representatives of

Photo by Gail Dean

Volunteers from Rescue Fire Company, Cambridge EMS and local Inw enforcement

g the participants in a mock crash staged Thursday, Ap
bridge-South Dorchester High School before proms were held May 1 for bo
North Dorchester High Schools. Both high schools were among the first
have breathalzyers ready for use at prom. Members of the county’s committee to de-
ter underage drinking said there were no incidents at either prom.

the Thomas Funeral Home, who
carried a student from the
mock accident scene in a body
bag; Cambridge Emergency

Medical Services responders,
Cambridge and state police offi-
cers, Ricco, the Cambridge Po-
lice Department's drug-detect-

.Eﬁn canine, and his handler,
Pic. A.D. Patton, demonstrat-

o\

See CRASH, 2A
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ing how quickly the dog could
sﬁff out illegal

Sgt. Steve Aaron spoke to
students in the football stadium
bleachers, explaining what was
happening in the mock crash
scene as firefighters, EMTs and
other police carried out the real
roles they play during acei-
dents. C-SD students acted the
parts of impaired drivers, in-
Jured passengers and "
. "You think you're t-
proof,” Aaron said, advisi
students that if they lea
only one lesson 'I'hursd,ay. it
should be, “Use a seatbelt.

He told C-SD students

§

When the topi
other kinds?:&bstmoeabuse

£

i face anymore... M
. little sister doesn't want to tal{
| to me.., E ing I thought I
| had, I lost.”
byThe reality of what can be lost
a4 moment’s misjudgment
was dramatically tg?senled by
two nurses from R Adams
Cowley Shock uma Center
at the Universit¥ of Maryland
Medical Center in Baltimore.

W their pink STC
scﬂlbmorah Yohn and Bev-
erly Dearing brought messages
from some of their trauma pa-
tients and their families,

Wednesday, April 28, they vis-
ited North Dorchester High
School and made a similar pres-
entation. Both visits were
arranged by the Eastern Shore
Area Health Education Center.

“This is not the kind of place
where you want to spend your
summer,” Yohn said as she
showed slides of trauma pa-
tients to students at C-SD. She
explained that the trauma cen-
ter makes a video each year of
the hard-learned lessons of oth-
ers. The subjects of these
videos and their families partic-
ipate in hopes of preventing oth-
Frstes from suffering similar

ates,

“Iwould say mare than 80 per-
A

-

By GAIL DEAN

sion. The woman can no long ski
or hike. Internal injuries have
Icreated chronic health prob-
ems.

“One beer for her was one too
many,” the young woman asked
the nurses to emphasize.

The trauma center trealts
many urban area young people
with multiple gunshot wounds,
But the messages !ro}n me of
these young men, including one
who must use a wheelchair the
rest of his life, are also worth-
while for rural youth. “Be
aware of what's" going on
around you, because in a sec-
ond, it can Chaﬂfke our life
-.You need to think about who
You are hanging with.”

The program ends with video
of two teen-agers who came to
the trauma center after their
compact car passed a stop sign
and was T-boned by a S'U'{3

Students from Loch Raven
High School near Baltimore,
they were joyriding on an early
spring day,

None utythe four can tell the
story of what happened. The fa-

Parents told:

ible. It's
nﬁ treatable. It's not recover-
able.”

“I don't want to deal with
this,” Weiman said, ing by
Sean’s bed, explaining what it is
like to have to tell their
children are brain dt?:;l and

%eiman .mld Sean's story is
not unique. “... there are three
or four week, from pre-
ventable accidents.”

Wearing a sweatshirt from
Vail, Sean’s father spoke of his
son's interests. “He's into
sparts, he likes to ski,”

The father said he suspected
Sean had some less healthy in-
terests and asked him about al-
cohol and drugs but was told,
“Dad, you don't have to worry
about me.”

Now Sean's life is gone, “It
Just took one split second.”

Sean “thought he was invinei-
ble.” Now, the father said, after
Sean’s friends have come to say
goodbye, the plans were to turn
off Sean's life support that
night. He said the next place he
would be taking Sean was the
funeral home.

“It's not natural for a parent
to bury a child,” the father said,
“No one is trying to take a good
time away from you, just do it
responsibly.”

One young man who survived

A

theuo&d:mislhh"l‘lnvﬂio
notes some people
was ihenil;ciky one. B:fv&

I is

pmbahlmhs:vwfttlht:}h‘l he
wve little to say i
l:wldhui’t yl&,
The nurses said Rob speétt
four months at shock trautna
before he was rel, to livé fn

nursing care. o
“None of his friends come to
visit,” Yohn said. One of his few
visitors is Sean's father,
said. “But he can only visit:
about 15 minutes each time he-
cause he can't stand to see Rob
the way he is:" skl
Dorchester State’s Al
Michelle Barnes gave C-DS
d;rnts formation about &
Ws against driving under
inﬂuencs: of amm 3
She also reminded studen “of

driving. “It happens here on a
regular basis,” she said, “driv-
ing country roads,” s
Previously a public defenif'ré
Barnes also told of a client*
defended who was icted bf
drunken driving and vehicylar
manslaughter. The client went
to prison. She has servedher
time but now, Barnes said, the
woman will spend the rest-of
er life payr;lﬂirestjmtion toher

Lo

victims® fa
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’\\ time in the county is good
JS news.  County emergency
workers have almost cut the late
and failed responses in half since
2002. The ambulance association
believes the improved response
time is due to increased 24/7 coverage in
Sykesville and Westminster. The improvements
that have been made help the community, as a
trained emergency worker arrives faster, which
could save a life,

mproved MbUIaﬁce response
/ I
T —

— - T e e
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- SALISBURY —Peninsula séri.co [7e: ire comprised of

Regional Medical Center will two -atecories: Basic Life .

honor Emergency Medical Suryb {BLS) and Advanced
-vices providers dur- Life Support (ALS), both of

ing week, May 16-22"The which serve vital functions for

theme, “There When You Need
- Us, hasizes the responsive-

and professionalism of all EMS

providers around the country

and especially the EMS
proyiders on the lower Eastern
Shore. Additionally, it under-
scores the valuable importdnce
of the 911 EMS system.

Nine counties of the Eastern
Shore comprise Region IV of
the state network., Maryland
Institute for  Emergency
-Meédical Services (MIEMSS).a
Since the early 1970's, EMS on
the lower shore has developed
and grown into a complex ‘and
sophisticated svstem. EMS pro-
vides emergency care at the
scene 1o patients, close moni-
toring of patients and urgent
and critical care interventions
of patients at the scene or en
route to the Medical Center.

EMS Providers contribute i

many volunteer and career
hours through their vears of

commitment, dedication .

*he local communities BLS
providers-are First Responders
and Emergency Medical
Technicians‘Basic EMT-B).
ALS Providers are Cardiac
Rescue Technicians (CRT),
Cardiac Rescue Technicians-
Intermediate (CRT-I) and the
Emergency Medical
Technician-Paramedics (EMT-
P). Whether an ALS Provider or
a BLS Provider. transporting by
ground or air. all levels of DMS
providers are extremely impor-
tant in the rural areas on the
lower Eastern Shore.

The” First Responder is
wrained to provide basic patient
assessment, control of bleed-
ing, bandaging and other acute
emergency measures. The
EMT-B is rtrained in more
advanced patient assessment
skills like recognition and ini-
tial treatment of life thr.aten-
ing emergencies. the adminis-
tration of CPR, providing of
oxygen and the stabilization

!

and transport of the patient.
The CRT is trained to recog-

‘nize_cardiac’ problems. They

can ‘adwrinister medications,
monitor .the cardiac patient.
start IV's, stabilize and main-
tain the.patient's airway —
including intubation and trans-
port patients. The CRT-I has all
the skills of the CRT. but addi-
tionally is able to perform more
methods of drug administra-
tion and airway management,

The EMT-P has the highest
level of training and can utilize
sophisticated protocols of
patient care management in the
pre-hospital setting for the well-
being of the patient.

Peninsula Regional Medical
Center is the regional training
center for lower Eastern Shore
providers. It facilitates continu-
ing education and training and
provides quality assurance sup-
port for the many area EMS
providers. William Todd, MD is
the EMS regional medical
director for the lower eastern
shore,

Peninsula Regional's
Emergency, Trauma staff
works coliaboratively with

EMS providers on a daily basis
The Eastern Shore is very for-
tunate to have professional an«
extremely dedicated EMS
providers, whether career or
volunteer, serving our local
communities. “These EMS
providers are the loyal and
respected men and women who
are always ready to face the cri-
sis. not flee from the crisis,”
added Jean Lyneh, EMS nurse
liaison at Peninsula Regional.
Whether a career or volun-
teer EMS provider — and often
times both — their dedication
and expertise expands most
professions. The EMS provider
is always ready to serve, twen-
ty-four hours a day, seven days
a week; a commitment that goes
unspoken. “The entire Eastern
Shore community should feel
blessed with the commitment,
dedication and devotion to EMS
care that our EMS providers
offer our cmzens added Dr.

Todd.
Throughout EMS Week,
Peninsula Regional will

zcknowledge all EMS person-
nel from the tri-county area.
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Singerly Fire Company

Anmual Awards Banquet

54

Andrew Budzialek

Michael White

= Top 5 married EMS
Responder with
150 calls

m Top 5 single EMS
Responder with
358 calls

® 455 Fire calls

Robert Muller
® Top 5 single EMS

Responder with
260 calls

& Top 5 married Fire
Resonder with
356 calls

‘Connie Fowler

m Top 5 married EMS
Responder with
152 calls

=

Davld Caldwell

® Top 5 single Fire
Responder with
410 calls

Robert Mcmney

® Top 5 single Fire
Responder with

~ Adam Wolle
tied EMS

® Top 5 mar

Catherine Farrell

u Top 5 single EMS
Responder with
303 calls

w 504 Fire calls

Allen Ferguson
u Top 5 married EMS

Responder with
168 calls

® M8 Fire calls

NOT AVAILABLE
FOR PHOTO

KEVIN RYAN

with 555 fire calls

JAMES EWING
with 190 EMS calls
and 478 Fire calls

Michael Berth

& Top 5 single EMS
Responder with
23] calls

Photos by
Adeima Gregory

Kay frsgo
® Top 5 single EMS
Responder with

220 calls

Bennle Henderson
® Top S single Fire
Responder with
386 calls

Frank wls

® Top 5 married Fire
Resonder with
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[live in Germantown and
work in Gaithersburg, My job
leads me to work with le
who are in need of

that Robert Murray and others
on the Health Services Cost Re-
view Commission must be trul
out of touch with what is goj
on in our jurisdiction (Editorial
“Unfair wait for emergency
care,” May 5).

It makes me wonder how
people get onto this commis-
Sion a.n,d ‘V‘hy some type Of
oversight of the thoroughness
of the knowledge of its mem.-
bers is not exerted.

Shady Grove Adventist
Hospital has the second

lest emergency depart-
ment in Mmylﬂfg, “?11;1 more
than 85,000 patients in 2003,
Johns Hopkins in Baltimore is
the busiest emergency depart-

Upcounty residents
- Shady Grove’s ER

S

e o o S SO

need
o)

ment in the state with a vol-
ume that is just a few thou-
sand more than Shady Grove.
And yet, Johns Hopkins has
an overall hospital inpatient
bed capacity that is three
times as large as Shad

The writer is Gaithersburg's
director of citizen services,
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The course will be given throughout the remainder of the

. 1
By Deanna Tortorello 5*
dtortorello@cecilwhig.com
op officials with Cecil
unty law enforce-
ment, emergency ser-
vices, schools and health
services are concluding a
20-hour terrorism-response

| training course today.

SRR

By the end of today’s
final session, held at fire
headquarters in Elkton,
participants will have a
more complete understand-
ing of the cooperation and
communication between
forces that must come into
play in case of a terrorist
emergency.

n

The course is hased o
an emergency-management
systﬁﬁm%%nt
Command System, which
Maryland fire and EMS

respundera_baxe__e_gﬂl_o_}:ed

or years, said Frank
MﬁIl'eT,ﬁecil County
Department of Emergency
Services director.

The system differs some-
what from traditional law
enforcement in that it
brings together emergency
personnel who might gener-
ally work together, but not
necessarily direct one
another.

Officials from the
University of Maryland
Fire and Rescue Institute
were brought in to teach
the “pilot” course held
today and the prior two
days.

“(Instructors) give an
oversight briefing on terror-
ism from both the domestic
and international perspec-
tive,” said Daniel H. “Skip”
Mahan, county department
of emergency services
homeland security coordi-

icials take terrorism-response course'

nator.

“When you have a room
full of agencies, you can
talk about how you would
respond to different types
of issues” such as HAZMAT
cleanups or evacuations, he
said.

The course was created
by the Texas A&M
University Texas
Engineering Extension
Service, or TEEX, and is
part of the Texas Weapons
of Mass Destruction/
Terrorism Incident Exercise
Program. It is a nationally
accepted Incident Commend
System program used by
emergency services person-
nel across the country.

Such courses will be
given throughout the
remainder of the year to
every employee and volun-
teer that might be called on
in the event of an emer-

CECIL WHIG/Adelma Gregory

year to every employee and volunteer that might be called on

in the event of an emergency. Here, local law enforcement, health and emergency services officials listen in Elkton.

[
i
|

gency, Mahan said. .

“We have close to 600 -
people to train, maybe even -
a]jflemorethanﬂmt_..'he -
said.

After initial training is
finished, emergency person-
nel will go through training
exercises, Mahan said.

“We'll do this until we
get the first responders and
the paid law enforcement

personnel in this county  .*
trained in this concept,” he-- i
said. 3

All entities receiving
funding through homeland
security grants must train
personnel in some form of - !
Incident Command System
to be compliant with the
National Incident
Management System that
was introduced by U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security Secretary Tom
Ridge in March.
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Ocean City E Medical Services dics Guy Rickard Idl.'indbwuseun o life-saving s hmm
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‘SimMan’ helps reﬁne EMS care

Open house to show off training dummy, new vehicles

Staff Water ,t') ‘ Sy ; : )

The telltale sounds of a man in the
throes of stomach sickness echo across
the large classroom in the Ocean City
Public Safety Building, as Christine Vick
ers and eight emergency medical techni-
cians listen intently,

The man gurgles, then suddenly stops.

“That's gross,” says Vickers. an Ocean
City emergency medical technician/para
medic, looking down at her lifelike

“patient” known to local em
responders as SimMan.

Did SimMan expire” No. The $36.000 Submitted photo
tr"ill'lln[.". simulator never [11’!{"\ The two paramedic rescue vehicles that will be displayed at the open house.

“He's coming back.”
tor Charles Barton. a |

SimMan is just one of the several new ment and a number of EMS displays.

Ocean City EMS pieces of equipment that Ocean City's It's the SimMan that catches the eye
A few chuckles ca EMS staff wants to show the public at an  and attracts attention
training class. where shifts of e open house, set for Sunda Ia\ 16, from 1 The remote-control mannequin pro-

workers are learning dozens of differ 4 p.m. at the Public Safety Building on vides realistic simulation education that
medical scenarios with their lifelike 65th Street and Coastal Highwav The includes difficult airway system manage-
“patient.” 1t 1s part of the 30th annual National ment and the practice of chest tube inser-

SimMan is a remarkable \u.nplltn EMS Week that runs from Sunday to May  tion. The mannequin also provides physi

operated, b a2 callv  correct carotid, femoral
p{*rmj“- hial and radial pulses, with a prepro-
refine tf n med library of heart bowel
environment C nds.

“You v 3 Valium?™ Bar ¥ unit that can | SimMan allows for blood
ton asks 15 I patients. acco ressure 3 mrludmu sounds that are

I— I more
house, call 410

on the open
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Correction ., s

In the article titled “FMH
launches capital fund-raiser -
for $7.5 million” that appeared
in the May 12 edition incor-
rectly identified Frederick
Memorial Hospital's new
emergency de ent as the

- ohields Emergency

Department. The correct
name is the George L. Shields
Emergency Department.
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Ambulance subs gcl:élption club

The Mt. Airy Volunteer—‘i:’l
Company has mailed informa-
tion about its Ambulance Service
Subscription to all residents
| inits first due response area. Sub-
scribers will not incur any addi-
tional expenses in the event emer-
gency service is utilized. Rates are

t seniors, $25 for individu-
als and $50 for a family or busi-
ness. MAVFC honors residents
who are Frederick County sub-
scription members. If you have
any questions or wish to receive a
packet, please call the station at
301-829-0100, ext. 23.

B e e
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Resort to salute

OCEAN CITY — Ocean City
will again pay tribute to the
nation’s first responders with
the return of “Salute to the
Services,” the special discount
program honoring military,
police, EMS and fire personnel.
The 2004 “Salute to the
Services” program begins
Armed Forces Day, Saturday,
May 15, and runs through
Wednesday, June 16.

Planned by the Ocean City
Convention and Visitors
Bureau and the Ocean City
Hotel-Motel-Restaurant
Association, numerous local
businesses including hotels,
restaurants, attractions, golf
courses and shops will offer
discounts to military, police,

EMSand fire personnel

showing their credentials

ol ST A

during the program.

The participating businesses
and activities are posted on a
special Web site,
www.salutetotheservices.com.

Also during Salute to the
Services, the Ocean City Life-
Saving Station Museum, located
on the Boardwalk at the Inlet,
will offer half-price admission
to firefighters, police officers,
military personnel and their
families.

On Saturday, May 22, at 8:30
a.m., the campaign revs up with
a Red, White and Blue Cruisin’
Parade on the Boardwalk
featuring the hot rods and
classic cars of Cruisin’
Weekend 2004. The parade will
be led by three antique fire
engines from New York.

On Saturday, May 29, get an
American flag and join all of
Ocean City for a salute the

services at noon on the
A

Boardwalk and beach at North
Division Street near the
Boardwalk Arch. Patriotic
music will be performed by
three singers and remarks will
be given by Ocean City Mayor
Jim Mathias. Small hand-held
flags will be available at several
hotel front desks.

A traditional Flag Day
ceremony will be held Monday,
June 14, at 7 p.m. on the
Boardwalk at North Division
Street, featuring patriotic
music and everyone taking time
to pause for the Pledge of
Allegiance. On June 16, Salute
to the Services will conclude
with the annual Maryland State
Fireman’s Association Parade
down Baltimore Avenue at 1
p.m.

For more information about .
Salute to the Services, call 1-800-
OC-OCEAN or visit
www.salutetotheservices.com. ~




APG NEWS

HAVRE DE GRACE, MD
WEEKLY 12,500
MAY 13 2004

N 00 0

Capital Clipping Service

185 LE}
tx.4.. 23 m....

OCEAN CITY SALUTES

THE SERYICES

The Ocean City Convention
and Visitors Bureau and the
Ocean City Hotel-Motel-
Restaurant Association,
Ocean City, Md., will pay
tribute to the nation’s first
responders with a “Salute to
the Services,” through June
16. The spegial discount pro-
gram wila%nor military,
police, EMS and fire person-
nel. Local businesses includ-
ing hotels, restaurants,
attractions, golf courses and
shops will offer discounts to
eligible personnel showing
their credentials during the
program. The Ocean City
Life Saving Station
Museum, located on the
Boardwalk at the Inlet, will
offer half-price admission to
firefighters, police officers,
military personnel and their
families

For more information, call 1-
800-OC-OCEAN or visit
www.salutetotheser-
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";A Night for Heroes’ honors shock trauma,
emergency medical system professionals

* BALTIMORE — A traumatic injury can happen in 911 to request a Med-Evac helicopter. Other
an instant. It is a moment that will forever ~ emergency personnel soon arrived, and res-
change the lives of the victims and their fami-  cuers lifted the truck off the unconscious
lles. But it's also what happens in the first  teenager. Trooper 6, the state police Med-Evac
moments after the injury that can make a huge  helicopter out of Centreville, flew James to
difference in these people’s lives. In Maryland,  Shock Trauma.
a trauma call triggers a coordinated network of While James had several broken ribs, the
highly skilled caregivers, all racing against the doctors’ biggest concern was possible neuro-
clock and striving toward the same goal: saving logical damage. With the truck crushing his
alife. chest, James’s brain had been deprived of oxy-
On May 22, more than 1,600 people will gath-  gen for an unknown period of time. James had
er at the Baltimore Convention Center to honor swelling of his brain and increasing cranial
the dedicateggprofessionals at the University of ~ pressure. To relieve this pressure and avoidv
Maryland “Shock Trauma Center and possible surgery, the critical care team:decitied
Maryland's Emergency Medical System, tofry something new. They placed James on an
icluding more than 40 who assisted in saving innovated “tilt table” which raised the teenager
the life of Queen Anne’s County resident Codey into a more vertical position. ‘
James. ' James was one of the first patients to use the
The annual Shock Trauma Gala, “A Night for tilt table, and it proved to be a success. The
Heroes,” pays tribute to the men and woman  pressure inside James's skull went down and he
who work around the clock, every day of the didn't need surgery. Twenty-six days after the
year, to save the most critically injured patients. .. - , ¢crash, James left .Sh , Trauma, :He's. now.
i The event's Hero Awards ceremony high- doing welliand proparingob start a n w.obiuiud
lights two dramatic cases from the last year. “The 'case of Cod rjames exemplifies the
The re-telling of each story provides a dramatic  amazing copyrdination}: esponse and -citical
jllustration of the number of people involved in  care expertise of Shock Tradmd (8]
saving a life. . Maryland’s EMS system,” says Thomas Scs
- Atotal of 81 people will receive Hero Awards ~ M.D., physician-in-chief at the R Adams Cot
at’ the gala, 49 of them for saving the life of Shock Trauma Center and director' of;
Codey James of Centreville. The 18-vear old Program in, Trauma at'the %i s
syas driving to get horse feed on a July evening Maryland Sohool of Medicine: iy
Yast summer when he lost control of his pick-up During the ceremony, James will
fruck on a wet road. The truck rolled over three  stage with Df. Stalea, who'wi Mg
times, throwing James partially out of the rear award to each person who play: a’ -
:q_ab window. The truck landed on its roof, pin-  saving the teenager's life. They.i clude every-
ning James underneath. one from 911 operators to EMS personnel,
+* A firefighter who lived nearby responded to flight paramedics, doctors, . nurses, therapists
the scene directly and made a second call to and others.

t
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Fund raiser under way
for veterans’ memorial

SR
FOR THE CUMBI TIMES-NEWS

WESTERNPORT — The
American Legion Post 155 and
TriTowns EMS in Western-
port are co-sponsoring an
effort to construct a lasting
memorial to veterans. The
masonry memorial will be
located on the site where the
temporary memorial now
stands in Franklin. It will hold
names of those soldiers that
are on the temporary memori-
al as well as all veterans who
are sponsored. The caption on
the memorial will read “All
Gave Some, Some Gave All.”

The memorial will henor
not only the men and women
that have died for this country
fighting in the wars of the
past, but will also honor those
who are livi who have
fought and are still fighting for
'our country today. The memo-
rial is to show gratitude for
the men and women who
fought for our freedom and
have died defending us, as
well as those who fou%ht and

came home to talk about it.
Veterans young and old, who
have fought in past wars to
the war that is going on today
in Irag, will be honoredl.
Engraved bricks are being

bricks will be engraved with
the honorees’ names, ranks
and wars served. The bricks
will be placed in the memorial
wall. There will be four lines
on each brick, with up to 15
letters per line permitted.
Those interested in pur-
chasing a brick for a loved one
who has served, or is serving
at this time, can obtain an

application from one of the fol-*

lowing places: First United
Bank, Piedmont, W-Va.; First
United Bank, Barton; Hoff-
man’s Mailing Service, Lona-
coning; Marshall's Confec-
tions, Lonaconing; City Build-

ing, Lonaconing; City Build- __
ing, Barton; American Legion

Victory Post 155, Westernport;

Tri-Towns EMS, Westernport;

Progressive Insurance, West-

ernport; City Building, West-
s

. ‘and City Buildi |
g i O B

Checks and moiwy orders
should be

made e to
, Veterans Memoriam and

offered for a donation. The -

MD 21521. Forms may also be
doprred off at the two bank
branches.

Financial support is crucial
to this effort and any mone- '
tary assistance that can be
provided will be appreciated.

For more information, con- |
tact Mike Hart at (301) 359-
9316; Stuart Hahn at (301) 358-
9201; Sam Metz at (301) 463- |
2775; or Melody Knisley at
(301) 359-9102. !
- e T

ot e B A
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— Planning board against
building moratorium for OC
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We have no unforeseen problems, We've been very proactive.

_ ‘ —Hal Adkins,
Ocean City Public Works director, at Tuesday’s moratorium meeting A

0
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Resort has resources
Jor current, futyre
development

By Nancy Poweil
Associate Editgr

(May 11, 2004) Approximately |50 peaple,
the largest crowd ever to fill the coy
bers in City Hall, heard Tie ig
Ocean City has no re 500 to have a morato
on developmen,

City i’!arm.—np Director Jesse Houstan said a
MOrAOrIUM is a ool of Jast re
unforeseen problems surface, The
such problems in Ocean City, he
department heads sajd,

The resort has seen Some constant
but inar nce 2000, Housty
said. So far this vear, the n imber of

permits has not been as high 16 last vear

the development has 1ot been out of the ord;.
nary from historical data, [, 2003, there were
188 permits issyed, Twenty vears ago, there
were 32| permits issyed

Zoning administragor Blaine Smith told the
audience of concerned residents, developers,
Realtors, business People. architects and others
that all density was reduced for Properties in
1986, permitting fower umits to be built, The
© Project. Sunset [sland, decid.
nits than permited,
Id have had nearly 2,
will be huilt

units, but on|
Snce 2002
1390 residential y
additional hote| yy
lopments, whether for

> Marshals Offje,
lus city boands

dang COMIMISsions to S

at they are in accor
Vs comprehensive plan, The

dance with

PArtments also keep cumulative data as new
Projects are planned and il

Those new structures are built to the high
&St standards the ciry has ever had, Smith sajd

Public Works Director Hal Adkins said the
TESOrs water and wastewater systems are
meeting not only exssting, but future demands,
There is no shortage of wells or w ind the

thas improvements

Y proactive.”
ger Steger said the equipment
re Lo, s replaced
nd the mayor and ¢ ity Council
ment fund
n

ars ago
ther vehicles

BS dre
tor
They ase

€rs and

MAY 14,2004 PAGE 54~
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From page 54 i

Emergency planner Richard 'Buﬁy";hvtes
said the resort’s emergency operation plan is
updated yearly and its emergency manage-
ment plan was updated to include mm
ism and weapons of mass destruction after the
attacks of Sept. 11. Lt Trevor Steedman of
Fire/EMS said that division has regular com-
munkatiomwiﬂlﬂleﬁremmpany,pnlice.dy
services and departments to stay abreast of
developments, building and otherwise, in the
resort.

Police spokesman Barry Neeb said the year
round force plus the additional seasonal help
could handle the number of calls for service,
which continue to Although there were
54,000 such call in 2003,less than 3 percent of
ﬁmemﬁxsuimaﬁnﬁ.hesajd.

Gene Cofiell, district traffic engineer for the
State Highway Administration, -
mwmmmdﬁmp«
day on Coastal Highway had decreased from
25,000 in 2000 to 22,000 in 2003. Several audi-

M) Teum S
OCEAN CITY TODAY

Ocean City has plenty of resources for more

N

1f you have to wait in line to get a movie
ticket, you don'’t put a moratorium
on movies.
- Bruce Krasner

ence members not believing the infor-
mation, but mn;h:gahed‘ udience members also did
not believe other information presented.

One audience member, Jeannette Tressler,
remained concerned about the availability of
water, saying with continued develapment,
“water is going to have to come from the
ocean.”

Atleast one audience member did not even
believe Houston's statistics about the number
of buildi permits issued and the total lack of
nbzmhdr“z‘gl‘lmmrium']mdcrhwmudmf
that is the truth?” she said.

Several audience members commended
Hmonﬁ:rhisﬁndkmmmphsﬁs
organization of the meeting , arranging for the
additional speakers to provide data about

and its impact on the resort.

Developer Don Hoen said citizens’ frustra-
tion about had come from a lack
of facts. Their concerns, he said, "were
addressed tonight by professionals who serve
the town."

Attorney Joe Moore, whose dientele for the
evuﬁngrcadlikn&rhmﬁstmdingwme
audience member, gave reasons against any

4
WWW.OCEANCITY MD

growth

building moratorium.
The number of building applications are

state of the art, the fire service is top notch and
new construction is beneficial to the town,
Moore said.

"To consider a moratorium in face of those
facts is irresponsible,” he said.

His comment drew loud applause and sev-
eral speakers echoed his sentiments. Some, like

tor of the Ocean City Development
Corporation, said a moratorium would kill the
issance of the d areaand it would

Some audience members were not con-
vinced by the presentation and wanted a mora-
lorﬁ.nmnrlcmpwuyhakonnewpmjm.

hhrgurciSusa.iddmem'ﬂy-by—uigiu
development” and the town's two exits could
not handle the number of vehidles that would

The nj 'MW'mw&m’
Kﬂmf;: led fo some residents’

mmumabmlinﬁc.'ﬂmmdummmm-
toriums on building because he traffic, he said.

"If you have to wait in line to get a movie
ticket, you doa't put a moratorium on movies,”
Krasner said.

After numerous additional comments,
almost all of the audience left, leaving only a
few to hear the members of the Planning and

ing Commission vote unanimously to send
mmm to the mayor
and Ci Council regarding a moratorium for

There was simply no justification for a
moratorium based on the night’s testimony,
P&Z member Lauren Taylor said.

"Our staff has proved beyond a doubt that
our infrastructure is in place,” P&Z member
John Staley said.

The P&Z held the public hearing at the
request of the mayor and council to alleviate
residents’ concerns about development. The
goal might have been only partially met.

“If people don't want to believe those fig-
ures, there’s nothing we can do,” P&Z member
Tom Singman said.
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Grouphelped s 1¥For the incident with Morgan, s owonbervay o makigs
save girl’s life - the biggest reward was when e five Evs providers =
| Wendy Bowersox, Bethany Six,
ot _shestopped by the firehouse o Wi Vi Pt i
weswrie  and thanked us. That was all the honored Monday for saving

Hight place at the sight time reward | needed.” receive Maryland's Sars of i .

nuﬁu&tbedlﬁuw;ﬁwm Souli fa:rm;rg.whchis g:manmu{bl; |
s d\m . B T 5 EMS _lHEI.Iﬁ "

. For.five Taneytown_Emer- Taneytown EMS provider E mmﬁxm_ mgmy&mw |

r Wwas never Baltimore Streetin Taneytown unteer Fire  Department ls e for Med- |

r than one day last whenshewa_asstruck asmall watched Longenecker get hit. Bo x dald if was just a |
P, ; Chevrolet pickup tru They ‘imimediately stopped ~coincidence that the ambu-

€ Ona?“wlyl M a[.f:fr» Retumcau'ingrfmr;M ;.n emer- their am?eulance and gave lance happened o be passi
noon, 5-year-o organ Lon- gency v - Longenec! |
bﬂp:acker ‘Was crossing East nel from tbel'l‘iaeywm~ me?isscal a.id.rShe suﬁigem Pléase see EMS, ?g i

‘Eﬁﬁéytown

i~ EMS

[~ FromPageAl

) —_—
ngenecker at the time of the

ent. The E:;up *had
for a slice of pie
ore returning to the station
om the previous call and
ably would have missed
accident if they had gone

ight back, she said.

| EMS teams are accustomed to
seeing trauma, but usually have
some time to mentally prepare
before arriving at an accident
scene, Willet said. With Longe-
necker’s accident, they had no
such luxury, he said.

' “Everybody just went right to
work,” Willet said. “By the time
I' [stopped the ambulance],

ey were out standing by that
girl's side — it was instinct.”

Bowersox was the first to
reach Longenecker.

! “I didn’t think she was going
tb make it,” Bowersox said,
“We saw how hard she got hit.
Ijust wanted to hear her cry

use crying is preferable to
sflence in that situation.”
As Willet radioed for help,
and Parker brought life
sppport equipment to Longe-
cker — who was not breath-
i%g on her own at the time,

{The team stabilized Lo
necker’s spine and, with the help
of a bag valve mask, restarted
I ker’s breathing for her.

! Bowersox rode with Longe-
necker in the helicopter to
Johns Hopkins Pediatric Trau-
ma Center in Baltimore.

town EMS members after she was stru

EMS prOViders to be h(.)noregh |

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Brenda Longenecker, center, stands with her daughter Morgan who was saved by five Taney-

ck by a small pickup truck while crossing East Balti-

more Street in 2003, The EMS providers, from left, Wendy Parker, Stephanie Lowry, Wendy

Bowersox and Bethany Six and Josh Will

Maryland's Stars of Life Award for their outstanding rescue.,

“It was more of a relief,
because she was breathing
more on the helicopter,” Bow-
ersox said. “I was really, really
glad we were in the right place
at the right time.”

After being in a coma for
three days, Longenecker came
to and began undergoing

intensive therapy for her
injuries. Several weeks after
the accident, she was well
enough to visit the Taneytown
firehouse.

“For the incident with Mor-
gan, the biggest reward was
when she stopped by the fire-
house and thanked us," Willet

et, not pictured, will be honored on Monday with

said. “That was all the reward [
needed.

“Meeting the governor is
nice, but it will have to take
second place to that.”

Reach staff writer David
Simon at 410-751-5902 or
simond@lcniofmd.com.
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and fire

Sroups
unite

Volunteer associations
are combined into one
after a decade of trying

“Working well together’

By ELLIE BAUBLITZ

BUNSTAFF ah Fﬁ

Carroll County firefighters,
fire chiefs and emergency medi-
cal services personnel united
yéstetday after a decadelong
struggle to combine the three
groups and became the re-
vamped Carroll County Volun-
teer Emergency Services Assocl-
ation Ine.

The change also brings the
predominantly male group its
first female president, Marianne
Warehime of the Lineboro Vol-
unteer Fire Department. Tom
Van de Bussche, the departing
president of the Carroll County
Volunteer Firemen’s Assocla-
tion, handed the gavel of leader-
ship to Warehime.

‘The union of the three groups
became official after officers
were sworn in at the former C -
roll County Volunteer Firemen's
Association's 81st annual con-
vention, of which the Taneytown
Volunteer Fire Company was
host.

“We are and have been the
Carroll County Volunteer Emer-
gency Services Assoclation since
we recelved our incorporation
letter January 21, Van de
Bussche sald.

But the new group has to wait
until Oct. 1 to tie up loose ends
and disband the charter for the
Carroll County Volunteer Fire-
men's Assoclation because legis-
lation for the name change
doesn't take effect until then.

“We have to be a legal entity
for the county to give us money,”
Van de Bussche said.

State Sen. Larry E. Halnes,
leader of the Carroll County del-
egation, sald, “That’s the norm
for most bills. ... Some go into ef-
fect July 1, but anything before
that is emergency legislation. It
has to go in the books, and that
takes time”

Warehime, who was first vice
presl- ¢ [See Firefighters, 95)

n
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(Firefighters, from Page 18] '.'l
A

dent of the Volunteer Firemen's

Assoclation this

year

pas
second vice pres'.dem. before

that, has

and emerg

peen active in the

personnel mainf
assoclations.

tained sep
At last year's con-

vention, delegates from the
d ies voted

ty's 14 fire

_emergency me

warehime S
bit of transition,
what we're WOl

and that 1s
rking with,
ing everybody comfortable,
cleaning U] little »

things.
“we're going to have to be
really cohesive to make this

work,” she .
Transition Committee Chair-
C. Douglas Bostlan told
the delegates that although
had been mad

to combine into one organiza-
tion in the hope of
The new organization brings

groups together for
mee

e in the
. “there’s more work to
be done. We're going to have
some erTors and we'll have to
change some things, but we'll do

Prog

—~

mgamwnedmwa tain

it as they come up’”

new assoclation will in-
from each
will attend

The
clude five delegates
fire company. who

{1 the monthly meetings: presi-
ulan

different firehouse
instead of at the fire training
grounds n Westminster.
Warehime's main goal 1s “just
making sure this first year goes
as smoothly as possible”
She stressed that she intends
involved

need t.helrexpert!se,'
Other officers elected at the
convention were E. Richard

~

dical service groups unite

Baker Jr. of Mount AlrY, first
vice president: Richard Green
gr, of Gamber, second

secretary, and De
of Gamber, treasurer.

The ladies auxiliary to the
firefighters group held its 62nd
annual convention yesterday,
electing officers during an after-
noon meeting. 4
officers for 2004-2005 |
are Mary Jo Lilley of Lineboro, *
presldent.; Sharon sidler of
Mount Alry, first vice president;
Jednne Green of Gamber, Sec-
ond vice presldent.; June Black
of Sykesville, secretary:
Zepp of Winfleld, treasurer; Kim
Thomas of Pleasan’ -
torlan; and Kristina Rodgers of
Harney, chaplain.

~
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! ou know when you hear those sirens from
Yambu]ames or fire engines in the distance, that
+ B someone is in trouble. You often see the emer-

‘gency vehicles pass you on the highway.

= Youalso know that emergency help is readily

wavailable, and you may even take it for granted.

v This is a good week to reflect on that and appre-

% ciate the work that full-time emergency medical ser-

Yvices personnel perform and the many EMS volun-

# teers in Cecil County who dedicate their time and
effort to help those in distress.

. This week is officially Emergency Medical

. Services Week, and Michael J. Browne, deputy chief

 of Cecil County’s Department of

+ Services, asked the Whig to convey his appreciation
for the work of paid and non-paid emergency per-

+sonnel in the county.

T “As our lives get busier each day, it is important

 that we stop to look around at the people who dedi-

. cate their lives to caring for our safety and well

; being - often at great personal risk and sacrifice
while asking for nothing in return,” Browne said in

a short letter to the editor received in the Whig

offices on Friday.

* In commemorating Emergency Medical Services
Week, Browne praised the efforts of all those who
“answer 9-1-1 calls - from volunteer EMS personnel

* and career paramedics and to hospital

room staff who are on call, 24 hours a day to help

, accident victims and others in need.
“These amazing people work continuously with a
- sense of professionalism and integrity that exempli-
+ fies the passion they have for their careers and the
empathy they have for the public they serve,”

Brown said.

“As the deputy director of the Department of

Emergency Services, it is my sincere pleasure to
icome to work each and every day to be surrounded
by such incredible people. To all of you who work
in the emergency medical services field, thank you
# for all that you do,” Browne wrote.

We are only too happy to pass along the deputy
+ director’s message and add our voice to the recogni-
tion EMS personnel deserve.

Hundreds of volunteers at fire companies
throughout Cecil County devote numerous hours
each week — not only to answering emergency
calls, but also to the training and behind-the-scene
3 work needed to keep their volunteer fire companies
= going. They need our support as they go through
their annual fund-raising efforts to maintain the
quality of service we've all come to expect.

Again, thanks!

-
"

b e
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Local emergency responders, Marines test their
capabilities

* Anti-terrorism exercise at Washington College
foday

By: LAURA GREENBACK , Staff Writer 05/19/2004

Members of the
Forward Command
o Element from the

88 4th Marine
Expeditionary
Brigade (Anti-
Terrorism)
disembark from a
S U.S. Marine Corps

Photo by CHARLIE CAMPBELL CH-46 Sea Knight
medium lift assault helicopter during "touch and go" landing practice on
Shriver Field at Washington College in Chestertown yesterday.

CHESTERTOWN - Three months of planning on the part of state and local
emergency responders and the 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Anti-
Terrorism) will come together today in an orchestrated anti-terrorism exercise
on the Washington College campus.

The purpose of the drill is to test

the resources of local emergency —
responders and exercise the é U"mnﬁ&
capabilities of the Marines and A

Degree Programs Designed

for Working Adults:
Bachelor's Degrees:

Bachelor of Science in Business/Administration

Bachelor of Science in BusinessMarketing

Bachelor of Science in Health Care Services

Bachelor of Science in Information Technology

Criminal Justice

RN to Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Master's Degrees:
Master of Arts in Education
Master of Arts in Organizational Management

their Chemical, Biological
Incident Response Force
(CBIRF). Approximately 200
members of the 4th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade, 100 local
emergency responders, and 100
volunteers posing as victims will
collaborate to stage the drill.

"l don't think anyone views
Chestertown as a terrorist target.
But today, we don't know where

Master of Business Administration
terrorists may strike. This is a
great rehearsal for local

Click here to learn more!
responders in the event of a

natural disaster," said Chief Warrant Officer Steve Beintema, emergency
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services officer for the 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade.

Kent County High School students will receive credit toward their community
service graduation requirement for participating in the exercise. Although only
21 volunteers, composed of KCHS students and community members, were
present at a training session for the exercise on Monday, more are expected
for the actual event.

"| know that they distributed about 60 to 70 sets of permission slips. | think
there will be a better turnout on the day of the event," said John Baker, a
Kent County schools spokesman.

A tabletop exercise Monday gave state and local emergency responders an
opportunity to discuss the drill with the Marines. Representatives from the
Kent County Health Department, Emergency Medical Services, Red Cross,
local fire departments, local and state police, and the Emergency Operations
Center all played a role in the verbal rehearsal of the drill.

They began by discussing the background information of the drill. In the
scenario, Washington College is holding a track and field competition for elite
international athletes. The day before the athletes arrive, on May 17, vandals
break windows and emergency lighting boxes and paint anti-athletic slogans
on the walls of buildings on campus. As the college scrambles to repair the
damage, terrorists posing as contractors install chemical cluster bombs in the
emergency lighting units. The next day, 80 to 100 athletes arrive, and reside
in Harford Hall.

The drill begins Wednesday when a car bomb explodes at 5 a.m. in the
parking lot next to Harford Hall. The building's emergency lighting is
activated, and it triggers several cluster bombs containing chemical agents.
No explosions or pyrotechnics actually will be used in the simulation.

Washington College public safety will arrive at the scene to find a white,
powdery substance covering the entire area. Volunteers posing as athletes
and trainers will have assignments to act as either dead, conscious or
unconscious victims. Some conscious victims will escape their rooms, while
others have been told to remain in the dormitory.

"Imagine you are sleeping in your dorm and at about 5 a.m. you hear a car
bomb go off. | want you to think what you will do in this situation," Beintema
said at the training session for volunteers.

Local responders will face the strenuous test of dealing with victims who are
affected by an unknown chemical agent. They will face an added challenge

because they will receive notice that a similar event has happened earlier in
the morning at the University of Maryland.

Maj. Gen. Douglas V. O'Dell, commanding general of the 4th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade (Anti-Terrorism) said that the University of Maryland
strike is an important part of the scenario because terrorists often orchestrate
multiple stages into their attacks.

"The prospect of a two-stage attack is extremely high. Al Quaeda consistently
uses two-stage attacks to disable first responders. Consistently, this is what
we are finding across the globe," said O'Dell.

State resources will be very limited in the drill scenario because the nation

http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11716293&BRD=2101 &PAG=461&dept_1... 5/19/2004
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would be focused on the attack at University of Maryland. Local emergency
responders must come together to remedy the situation on their own.

Chestertown Volunteer Fire Company Chief David Turner is the incident
commander for the drill. He will be responsible for organizing resources and
personnel and maintaining contact with the Marines. During the tabletop
exercise, he ran through many of his plans.

"We would go in and knock the fire down, and try to assess the structural
integrity of the building. We would try to evacuate the dormitory. The engine
crew hopefully will get to the walking wounded and get them in one
designated area to set up a decontamination operation," Turner said.

He also plans to set up a command post, decontamination site and a shelter
for victims within the confines of the Washington College campus.

One major challenge for the organization of these measures will be
communication, according to Turner.

"We're going to have to rely on radio and cell phones. We need to get
everybody on the same page," Turner said.

After the Marines decontaminate the victims, responsibility will be placed
back in the hands of Turner and the local responders. The event is planned
to wrap up at around 3 or 4 p.m.

Complete story appears in the print version.

To subscribe to the print edition click here.
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Rescue personnel recognized by Queen Anne's
commission

05/19/2004

CENTREVILLE- The Queen
Anne's County Commissioners
presented certificates of
appreciation to two dozen
emergency medical technicians
and firefighters from Queenstown
and Goodwill volunteer fire
companies and the Emergency
Medical Services Division of the
county Department of

’Q clagsmates-com

| graduated in:
State: vear:[g4 ~|  GO!

Emergency Services. Springfield M l Martin Luther
High K King High
(1084) (676)

The emergency responders were
recognized because of their
extraordinary efforts in saving the
life of a severely injured young

man on July 30, 2003 on

Wright's Neck Road, near
Centreville. A pickup truck
overturned and landed on the driver.

Trinity High
School
(328)

NEW! YOUR
High School
(5820)

Three volunteer firefighters and an unidentified passerby lifted the truck off
Cody James, 18. He was stabilized until other EMTs from Queenstown,
Goodwill and the county EMS could arrive. James was flown by a state police
helicopter to the R Adams Shock Trauma Center at the University of
Maryland in Baltimore. James received medical treatment for a month in the
trauma center, then was discharged with no permanent injuries. He later
joined the Goodwill Fire Company.

The 24 firefighters and EMTs will receive a Hero Award from the R. Adams
Cowley Shock Trauma Center at its "Night for Heroes" ceremony in Baltimore
on May 22.

Nine firefighters and EMTs came to the May 11 commissioners meeting to
receive their certificates: Fire Chief Wayne Bloodsworth, Chief Engineer Cliff
Green and EMT Shannon England from Goodwill Volunteer Fire Company;
Larry Scearce, Lennie Anthony, Jim Lewis and Thomas Nelson from
Queenstown Volunteer Fire Company; and Lt. Lori Smith and EMT Morte
Bedford from the county EMS division.

Others getting certificates included Fire Chief Lonnie Anthony, Lisa Anthony
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Vince Anthony, J.C. Lewis, B.J. Duty and Frank Russum from Queenstown;
Rodney Schelhouse, T.J. Palmatary, Joe Apple, Frank Callahan, Matt Pinder,
D.J. Whitby and Nathan Powell from Goodwill; and Brian Ferguson and Scott
Haas, supervisor, from the county EMS division. Lisa Anthony is also a
dispatcher for the county Department of Emergency Services.

Also attending the May 11 commissioners meeting were Dawn Bedford, an
EMT at Goodwill; and John Chew, director of the county Department of
Emergency Services. Chew said Morte Bedford recently received a separate
award from Gov. Robert Ehrlich for extraordinary service.
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$110M plan for PRMC |
expansmn unveiled

Sy P
Project calls for new emergency room, more parkmg, multiple renovations

By Dehorah Gates
Daily Times Stafl Writer

SALISBURY — A multimillion-dollar
capital improvement blueprint that
would see the largest expansion ever to
Peninsula Regional Medical Center was
formally unveiled Monday.

The construction plan, which would
ultimately cost $110 million to complete
in two separate phases, calls for a park-
ing garage that would accommodate an
additional 400 vehicles and a new emer-
gency department that would reduce
wait times and service more patients.

The expansion is part of a master
facilities plan that would include mas-
sive renovation and consolidation of the
hospital’s heart center, a comprehensive
cancer center with additional space for
radiation treatment and surgical servic-
es and a new outpatient tower that would
eventually extend to five floors, PRMC
officials said.

The front entranceway to the hospital
would also undergo a dramatic change
with the construction of a glass atrium.

The Phase I expansion should be com-
pleted by 2008 and includes 138,370
square feet in new space and renovation
work to nearly 100,000 square feet of
existing space. The cost for the first
phase is projected at $83.8 million, said
Alan Newberry, PRMC president and

PRMC's plan

Features of the master facilities plan include:

A. New heart entrance/atrium

B. Surgery center expansion

C. New tower with level 1 used for emergency
and leve itical care

D. New 400-space parking structure

E. New outpatient entrance

Cancer center expansion is also planned.

ssssssssssssentansRRTRaRaRERERS

chief executive officer. A——

The hospital would tap the bond market Tton Phta by Tt s
to borrow $75 million, with the remainder :rusideﬂag.de CEO M“W
See PRMC, Page 4 /'\'\ improvement plan Monday.
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c@ming from fund-raising contri-

butions and other sources. “This
s the biggest dollar project in

* Wicomico County history” New-
ber. y said. '

A consulting firm is develop-
ing a plan to involve outside con-
tributions, Newberry said. He
also intends to discuss the proj-
ect: Wednesday with various
local elected officials.

“There has not been a major
building préject in 10 years. We
will need community support,”
he said.

Newberry also said expansion
at the 65-year-old medical center
would not require acquisition of
additional land. “We will be able
to rotate ourselves around a cen-
tral hub,” he said. .~

‘Initial  expansion  should
begin in the next 10 months, and

" immediate plans include:
m Construction of ‘a 400-space
patient and visitor parking facili-

ty to be built just west of the cur- -

rent emergency department; work
should begin in 2005, The cost is
$5.8 million, and the facility would
improve access to.the medical cen-
ter that serves up to 500,000 outpa-
tient visitors annually.

B A newe= 46,000-square-foot

emergency department. With
63,000 patients passing through
the emergency room annually,
the department is in need of
more space to meet a growing
.demand, said Bruce Patterson,
‘who directs PRMC’s facilities

expansion

management. The facility would
cover two floors initially and
should be completed within the
next two years.

“That is most pressing,” said
Newberry about the emergency
department project. The trans-
port of trauma patients from
other medical centers continues
to stress the PRMC facility, he
said.

Construction of temporary
modular structures for the
emergency  department is
expected to get under way by fall
to help the trauma center cope
until the new facility is complet-
ed, Newberry said. _

“The interim (ER) construc-
tion will help offset waiting. It

~will bridge us for the next cou-

ple of years,” he said.

Other plans in Phase I call for
a new tower and 32 additional
patient beds, the cancer center
with expanded surgery and
radiology services and the new
heart center atrium and outpa-
tient entrance that could
include an enclosed skywalk.

Phase II of the expansion
project is expected to cost $26.6

“million, but it could be a decade

before that phase gets under
way, The project likely would
include the demolition of the
old red-brick hospital building,
with sections that date back to
the late 1930s. 3

W Reach Deborah Gates
at 410-845-4641 or dgates
@salisbury.gannett.com. \
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EMS Day event
st for Rising Sun

DY .

In celebration p[tf\_.{.:ﬁﬁnal
EMS Week, EMS and fire Gffi-
cials” with the Community
Fire Company of Rising Sun,
Inc., are holding their third
annual EMS Day this
Saturday at their station at
300 Biggs Highway in Rising
Sun. In addition to the usual
food and prizes, said member
Loren Anderson, three rescue
helicopters with the
Maryland  State  Police,
Christiana Care LifeNet and
Johns Hopkins STAT
MedEvac will be on hand for
demonstrations. Other attrac-
tions include activities with
Cecil County Department of
Emergency Services, child
safety seat inspection and
installation by state police
and blood pressure and cho-
lesterol checks by Upper
Chesapeake Healthlink. Visits
from Dora the Explorer and
Trauma Roo, the American
Trauma Society mascot, are
also on tap. The event runs
from noon to 3 p.m.
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Hospital expansion
Jund tops target

The Atlantic General
Hospital Foundation will host
a grand re-opening celebration
Friday, May 21, from 58 p.m. to
mark the hospital’s 11 anniver-
sary and to show appreciation
to its donors and the communi-

ty for exceeding its $7.5 million *

Capital Expansion Campaign
goal. '

The entire community is
invited to join in celebrating
not only the hospital’s anniver-
sary, but also the facility’s sig-
nificant growth throughout the
years, the foundation said,

The celebration and ribbon
cutting will take place at 6 p.m.
-and recognize the many sup-
porters. including elected offi-
cials; donors,; board members,
volunteers, medical staff, asso-
ciates, community organiza-
tions and everyone who made
this expansion possible.

After a brief address, there
will be a ribbon cutting cere-
mony unveiling the hospital's
newly expanded Emerge y
Services Deparfment, newly
mntﬁﬁﬂ_& Outpatient
Diagnostic Services Center,
expanded surgical services
areas, new Center for Joint
Surgery, sleep lab, chapel and
two state-of-the art open §\nd

STYLE

closed MRI machines, which
are housed in the expanded
Imaging suite.

All area families are invited
to witness the unveiling of the
pediatric waiting area mosaic
tile project that so many of the
children in the community lent
their time and talents to,

And a tree of life dedication
recognizing all those who were
honored or memorialized at
the community hospital will

ars

Atlantic General Hospital will be hosting a grand re-opening celebration
Friday for its 11th anniversary. *

also be held.
Hospital  administrators,
physicians and staff will be on

‘hand to welcome visitors into

their department, provide
tours and answer questions,
Light refreshments will be

served, 7
For more information, call
Toni Keiser of Atlantic

General Hospital's public rela-
tions department at 410-641-
9678, |
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'Local woman honored
fu.” saving dad’s life

\ .I-')--.""' ‘;‘I‘

“I thought he was dead,” said
Gloria Jean Shives when her
75-year-old  husband Ernie
Shi experienced a cardiac
arre®® a year ago. “His eyes
wergestaring straight up at the
ceilie,”

/zger calling the 911 dis-
patcher, Gloria Shives called
the person she knew could save
her husband’s life, her daughter
Carol Jean Grove, who lived
about four miles away from the
Shives' Tollgate Ridge home.

“I didn’t even know if she
was home,” said Shives.

But she was, and Grove
rushed to her parents’ home
before Hancock paramedics
arrived' and performed CPR on
her father, saving his life.

On Friday, Grove received
the Citizen's Award for her life-
saving action,

She was among about 100
emergency rescue workers hop-
ored at the third annual enfér-
gency Medical Services Awards
Banquet in Hagerstown for suc-
cessfully reviving cardiac arrest
patents.

“It took her by surprise,” said
her mother. “She cried when
she gave her speech.”

Grove, a registered nurse,
works as a nurse educator at
Washington County Hospital. A
mother of two, she is married to
Richie Grove.

The event was sponsored by
Washington County Emergency
Medical Physicians, LLC, and
Washington County Hospital, It
is held annually in coordination
with National Emergency Ser-
vices Week, which is Luing
observed May 16 to 22 this
year.
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Overlea/Fullerton/Rosedale

Donna Bethke 410-665-6551

VFW post offers
volunteers some
special honors

Kudos t Lt
Brian Stark and
Paramedic Fire-
fighter  Eileen
Endrayas for their
recent awards from
the Charles Lever-

ing VFW post.

Stark received the “Fire Officer/
Firefighter of the Year" award for his
leadership and time with the Rose-
dale Volunteer Fire Company.

A career firefighter assigned to the
Baltimore County Fire Department’s
Eastview station, Stark trains new
member and maintains Engine 282.

He's perhaps best known for his
Fire Safety Education program for
pre-school children.

Endrayas received the “Emergen-
cy Medical Technician of the Year”
award for her work with the Rosedale
Volunteer Fire Company.

In addition to being an active
member who rides both the fire sup-
pression and EMS apparatus for
Rosedale, she also serves as the
financial secretary for the company.

She has also served as a trustee
and membership chair during her
tenure of more than 20 years, That
tenure eamed her recognition as the
first female “Life Member” in Rose-
dale’s history in November 2003.

She is also a career paramedic
assigned to the Baltimore County
Fire Department’s Perry Hall station.

On behalf of the communities in
which vou serve, we extend our
heartfelt thanks and appreciation.
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Bound and determined

High school student joined
harles County emergency
medical team at age 16

By Carrie McDuffie
Special Sections Staff Writer

Hannah Watson, whose plate was already full, saig she
couldn’t wait to become an EMT (emergency medical techni-
cian). As a high school student at Grace Brethren Christian
School in Waldorf, she is involved in soccer, volleyball and bas-
ketball. Ad-
ditionall ¥,
she  helps
with before
care at the
school],
which  be-
gins at 6:30
a.m., for
preschool-
ers through
12th grade.
All of this

taining g

point aver.
age with g
full day of
academics, Monday through Friday, Phato by Carrie L. McDuffie

But in December 2003 she added EMTR \emergency med- Hannah Watson's desire to become an EMT started with her
ical technician basic) to her list of accomplishments. love for television Programs like Rescue 911 and Paramedics.

It all started with her love for television programs like Res-  Ang five days after she turned 16, she submitied her applica-
cue 911 and Paramedics, Watson said, And five days after she tion to become an EMT. Watson encourages other high school.
turned 16, she submitted her application to become an EMT ers to join.

Once accepted, she started her 30-day tabling — 4 30-day
plan to teach ¥ou about everything on an _amhulance_. “I also “You have hands-gn training in the class and there's g
had to watch a stiff-neck video, ‘Wa[sol_m said. This viden rein. written and practica] test at the end of each chapter.”
forces proper medlclal proﬂedur_eb for injuries resulting, for ex- ~  Watson finds her new ski|] set useful not just when sha
ample, from car accidents and includes back iInjuries and how . ?
to use a backboard. Upon completing her 30-day tabling, she

: : helping with extenq ildren. “When I'm w;

received an oral test o where things are located on an amby. k:;f':i;;lthh::t;:‘e e?ac?:;s :J:;d::: f:!?er:: I:: :S:h::g
lance, “basijc knowledge like oxygen and how to handje differ- hav.e = m'ur; I car': hL gthe wu::mut to Sfl-u h atten-
ent scenarios,” she sajq. Ju i ot

After completing the 30-day period. Watson began 5 1On." she said, Watson also had to help her mother in an

three-month Probationary period, which allowed her to ride ®Mergency situation.

in an ambulance and go on calls with a member. During the Watson encourages other high schoolers o Join. “It's an

three-month period, she alse attended classes 4 the excellent experience and you are better fauipped in the
Southern Maryland Regional Training Center in La Plata. rez:l ?\'orldll'nr what you rﬂ_gmqgl o see ¢ . Z
Watson received her certification in December 2003 When you join the station, it's like Joining a family, You

after completing the required 131 hours of class om and et 1o know each other very woi and you have a good time
practical training, and now 1s.an EMTR certified for the en-  With each other. It glso helps you make friends and helps

tire state of Maryland make you bettep with the public because You're not afrajd
“Overall it was an excellent experience. [t equips you for to talk to people. : .

what you're going to see. It really prepares you, - Watson I just enjoy doing it,” she said.

said. “And the training helps You to remember things — Watson, now 17 years oid, plans to 80 to college ang

You have ag easier idea of what to do study nursing
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Continued from page 2

Join

- X
aid kit you had when you were playing sandlot
ball and become certified — ready, willing and
able.
For more information about becoming a fire-
fighter or emergency medical technician, visit
any station in the county and receive an appli-

cation. You will work with a member of the de-
partment to get the proper training. To complete
the basic fire fighter or EMS classes will take
three to four months. The departments also can
use a number of additional skills such as ad- ~
ministrative. -

Photos by Carrie L. McDuffie :
Above, students at the Southern Maryland Regional Training Center pose for a group photo.
Below, students receive practical experience at the burn building.
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'Terrorists' attack campus in Ke

* Drill staged by 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade

By: COOKY McCLUNG , Special from the Kent County

SRR

Photo by CHARLIE

the dormitory housing international athletes who had traveled to the United
States to compete in a top-level event at Washington College.

But, it was all just a drill.

On Wednesday, in a scenario staged by the 4th Marine Expeditionary
Brigade (Anti-Terrorism) to replicate an attack by terrorists, within minutes
chaos engulfed the building as visiting "tri-athletes" staggered from their
rooms, gasping for breath as they inhaled the vaporous contamination that

nt
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Four members of -
the Chemical G
i Biological Incident
Response Force Ordet
4 approach the mock
'| disaster scene.
Cl
to
CHESTERTOWN -
Two bodies lay
crumpled against a Stai
| rock pile, victims of
| a deadly car bomb _
explosion just \
outside Harford Hall, »
i
\
Anniy
1oy

had began to seep under doors and through walls.

Screams echoed from the top
floor as a young woman, acting
as if she was blinded by deadly
gasses that set her mouth and
throat on fire, attempted to leap
from the window, and others
begged for rescue.

"Terrorists" had struck the
campus, and horrified "victims"
scrambled to stay alive in an
exercise designed to test the
ability of Kent County first
responders to handle some of
the most deadly crises
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imaginable.
MN Kennedy-Westem University

Volunteer victims were Kent
County High School students,

local government workers, Earn a Bachelor's, Master's,
residents and a contingent of

soldiers who traveled from | 0{' Doctoral Degree in as
Aberdeen Proving Ground. little as 12 - 18 months!

"It is very important in the world
we live in today that we're . Business Admin.
prepared for these kind of
emergencies," said Maj. Matt : . — .
Morgan, Public Affairs Officer for =~ = = _ Auality Contol -
the 4th MEB (AT).

Choose a Program:

"This is kind of an upscale
version of the Munich Olympics scenario," said Morgan, a fitting venue, since
it is the last exercise the 4th MEB (AT) will perform before traveling to Greece
to provide vital anti-terrorism protection at the Olympic Games in August.

Under the direction of Maj. Gen. Douglas V. O'Dell, Kent County resident and
Commander of the 4th MEB (AT), 200 Marines, some arriving by helicopter
and some traveling in a convoy from Indian Head, in Charles County, and
177 volunteer "victims," played out a daylong exercise that tested the
capabilities of Kent County fire departments, rescue squads, law officers and
governmental officials.

A member of the National Guard, O'Dell retired from a 27-year career in the
investment business to take over the command position following the events
of September 11.

Chestertown Volunteer Fire Company Chief David Turner, named incident
commander for the exercise, orchestrated activities from command central
located in the Casey Academic Center.

The chillingly realistic scenario played out on the campus began with the
simulated car bomb, escalating into an horrific panorama of additional injuries
and casualties after terrorists disguised as maintenance men set several
"chemical bombs" around the building timed to "detonate” in the morning.

Firefighters from Chestertown, Galena, Millington, Betterton and Church Hill,
and members of Kent & Queen Anne's Rescue Squad were the first
responders on the scene. Two firefighters, who entered the building without
the proper breathing apparatus, acted the part of the first of the rescuers to
succumb to severe respiratory problems, rendering them in need of
immediate medical attention.

This is the first time a terrorism exercise of this type has been staged in a
rural area. To date, all others hosted by the 4th MEB (AT) have been held
around major metropolitan areas.

In Wednesday's scenario, with the chemical agent and explosive device
suggesting terrorists were afoot, the FBI alerted the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and Department of Homeland Security to call in the
Marines, and within hours the 4th MEB (AT) had landed to assist in the
potentially deadly situation.

http://www.zwire.conVsite/news.cfm?newsid=11760409& BRD=2101&PAG=461&dept_i... 5/20/2004
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In a spectacular display of rapid response, the first wave of 4th MEB (AT)
Marines arrived in twin C-53 helicopters on the college's athletic fields. From
the time the "big birds" touched down, barely 10 minutes passed before a full
complement of rescue equipment and manpower were unloaded and on their
way to Harford Hall to rescue waiting victims.

Patients were carried, dragged and dropped to safety, some pulled to
emergency medical facilities on plastic litters, and some loaded onto waiting
military vehicles.

The Marine unit, which is capable of determining the origin of more than
300,000 chemical agents, immediately covered the ground surrounding the
dormitory with a decontamination substance.

Among the Kent County High School students, county government workers
and local residents who made up the 177-volunteer victim brigade, some
acted unconscious, disoriented, wheezing, coughing, walking wounded,
stretcher bound, and, alas, some got to play the part of fatalities.

Ever a good sport, Judy O'Dell, wife of the commanding general, offered her
services as a "distraught mother," playing her part with such gusto she was
quickly labeled a "hostile victim." Students Sarah Newnam and Erin Daggett
opted to "play it out and stay alive," and Kendall Clark, Kerri Cochran and Jo
Sorrentino, self-described as "the drama queens," chose victim roles that
gave full range to their acting ability.

"This is the most fun we could have being waked up by a car bomb and
stunned into unconsciousness by chemicals," joked one "victim" suffering
from gory moulage (realistic plastic) wounds.

Complete story appears in the print version.

To subscribe to the print edition click here.
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News Briefs By: LAURA GREENBACK , Staff Writer 05/20/2004 | Eam

Maryland-Region
CHESTERTOWN - At the last minute, 177 volunteers from Kent County High l

Electi i ( .
s School, Aberdeen Proving Ground and the community at large rallied to pose i

Mmrnat as a mass of "victims." They gave the 4th Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Anti-

Nation

Terrorism) and local emergency responders a hearty challenge in their anti- q
Waterfowl Program 2003 terrorism drill on Wednesday at the Washington College campus. -

MNational News

Orde!
Weather The large number of volunteers
4 accumulated because organizers ) ] . =

. were alarmed when only 21 The University of Phoenix Online
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" . yesterd ?y' We promised 120 and Bachelor of Science in Management \
» Entertainment the Marines wanted as many as Bachelor of Science in Nursing
» Business possible. | guarantee you, they're | mASTERS DEGREES A
} Real Estate just so impressed with this Master of Arts in Education =
> Health & Wellness county that we could come _Master of Business Administration

together like this," said Ed

Birkmire, an organizer of the

event and chairman of the Kent County Local Emergency Planning
Committee.

+ Personal Finance
» Subscribe

» Our Newspaper
* Home

U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Jojo Chames, the organizer of volunteers for the

event, ran out of identification tags for the volunteers at around 150, and
began writing numbers on their hands.

+ PrimelLifestyles
# Links
- Sports Wire!

" Bdminisiative "l was worried at first, but everyone rallied together. | think it's a good

* Fun and Games evolution," Chames said.

w

Consumer Guide
+ Lifestyles

County workers and residents pitched in for the effort. Also, 44 Marines from
Aberdeen Proving Ground, who have recently completed basic training, were
deployed to the drill.

Volunteers were given tags designating their status as either conscious,
unconscious, decreased level of consciousness, or deceased. Their vital
statistics were listed on the tags, and the role-players acted accordingly.

http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=11760271&BRD=2101&PAG=461&dept_1... 5/20/2004
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Some of the "victims" had injuries simulated with makeup and plastic models.
Others portrayed the effects of exposure to a dangerous chemical agent with
labored breathing, coughing, confusion and collapse.

As the Marines entered Harford Hall, the site of the simulated bombing, high-
pitched screams of "help me" echoed through the dark hallways.

Marines placed the victims, who were unable to walk, on stretchers in the
back of a small, motorized vehicle called a "Gator." The majority could walk,
however, and were led to a decontamination zone where they were hosed
down.

Victims were then taken to a triage area where they received medical
attention. Some also visited a Red Cross shelter set up in Washington
College's Hodson Hall.

Many Kent County High School students enjoyed taking a day off from school
to fulfill part of their community service graduation requirement. For senior
Michael Gorman, volunteering was also an opportunity to see his dream
career in action. He plans to leave in June for the delayed entry program for
the Marines.

"l want to be in the air staff for helicopters. | don't know if | will be assigned to
an expeditionary force, but | thought it would be fun to know what they do.
Any experience of seeing what they do helps put you in the right frame of
mind to do that someday," Gorman said.

His assignment in the drill was to play the role of a victim with a decreased
level of consciousness.

Complete story appears in the print version.

To subscribe {o the print edition click here.
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Middie River Volunteer Ambulance Rescue Company Mourns Member’s Death ;
First Female to Die in the Line of Duty in Baltimore County

- by Danielle Porter -

Middle River Volunteer Ambulance
Rescue Company, a part of the com-
munity since 1948, answers approxi-
mately 3000 calls a year, either for their
two ambulances or water rescue team,
according to Chief Mark Falkenhan.
One call yesterday has changed the
Company, and Baltimore County his-
tory, }:orever. SH42F5

Firefighter/EMT Connie C.
Bornman, 57, of the 300-block of
Endsleigh Ave. in Middle River, died
on May 17 of cardiac arrest while at-
tending to a patient. She was responding to a call for a patient suffering chest
pain in the 1100-block of Old Eastern Avenue when she mentioned to fellow
firefighters and EMTs that she did not feel well. Thinking she was suffering
from the heat, Bornman left the patient and went to sit in the air-conditioned
medic unit; at about 2:40 p.m. she went into cardiac arrest. Her colleagues
tried unsuccessfully to resuscitate her, and she was pronounced dead at
Franklin Square Hospital, She is the first woman to die in the line of duty in
Baltimore County among both the volunteer and career ranks. It is also the
first fatality for the Middle River Company. Her death in the line of duty marks
the 38th fatality for the Baltimore County Fire Department.

Paramedic Susan Varelli offered these memories of Bornman: “Connie over-
came a lot. She was diagnosed with breast cancer about three years ago, but it
didn’t spread. She had a mastectomy and kept right on going. She was a second
mom to me, and to everyone here. She never left the house without doing her
hair. She was taking classes to be a fully certified paramedic.”

Bornman had been a member of the Middle River Volunteer Ambulance Res-
cue Co. for four years. She had responded to five calls on the day she died. She
spent one year as an EMS lieutenant, and for the last year concentrated her efforts
on fundraising for the company, securing $4000 alone in the month of April for
hall rentals and other bookings.

She was a people person, according to Middle River Co. medic Leslie Baker.
“Connie was the life of the party.” Varelli added, “Her favorite phrase was ‘Can I
get a what - what?’ while she threw her hands in the air.”

Baker continued, “She was there for everyone. Even if she disagreed with you,
she’d still listen. For some of us here, she was a replacement mom.”

Her husband, George E. Bornman Jr, is also a member of the Middle River
volunteer company; her youngest son volunteers at the Middle River Volun-
teer Fire Company, a separate entity.

A full Fire Department funeral is planned for Connie Bornman. According to
Chief Falkenhan, approximately 1000 people are expected to attend from various

Connie C. Bornman (photo from
Middle River Vol. Ambulance Co.)

fire and rescue companies as well as of-
ficials. Viewings will be at Connelly Fu-
neral Home of Essex, 300 Mace Ave. on
Thursday, May 20, 7 - 9 p.m;; Friday,
May 21, 3 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. The fu-
neral will be Saturday, May 22 at 10 a.m.
from Connelly Funeral Home. She will
be interred at Dulaney Valley Memorial
Gardens in Timonium at the Fallen He-
roes Memorial. Y
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NEWARK

County holds
mock drill S4ep

NEWARK — Worcester
County's preparedness to
handle a full-scale disaster
was tested during a mock drill
held Saturday at the
Worcester Career and
Technology Center in
Newark.

The county emergency
responders were evaluated by
representatives of the
Maryland Fire and Rescue
Institute and Maryland
Institute for Emergency
Medical Services systems
during the mock
disaster/terrorist attack on a
public school. Emergency
personnel noted that though
there was room for
improvement, the county was
ready to respond to such a
crisis.

“Worcester County was
tested on its preparedness to
handle a terrorist event
within a public school
building to measure our
readiness to respond and
mitigate the situation,” said
David Fitzgerald, emergency
management planner for
Worcester County. “As a
county, we can be proud of
our responders’ current
ability to handle such an
event.”

The drill began at 8:35 a.m.
with a mock emergency call
from a WCTC student to the
911 center that a bomb had
exploded in the school and an
unknown individual was
fleeing the scene. The
county’s emergency services,
fire marshal and sheriff’s
offices, public works, health
department and various fire
and ambulance companies
responded to the school to
resolve the crisis.
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Bowie kids
honored by
state for

EMS skills

By S.A. KALINICH

Staff Writer S-V\ ‘fﬁ

Since she has participated in the
Risk Watch safety program at Chapel
Forge Special Center, 4-year-old
Rebecca Woods loves to show people
how to “stop, drop and roll” in a fire.

However, at the Statehouse in
Annapolis Monday, she stayed above
floor level, probably because she
didn’t want to muss her navy blue
polka-dot frock before first lady

Kendel 8.
The awards Ehrlich gavz
er an awar
ho.nored for ‘‘taking
children the right steps
whose to prepare for
: an emergency
actions and learn to
ensure that prevent injur-
people in ies.” Rebecca
represented
Man{!and all her class-
receive ‘‘the ghatels; at
apel Forge
right c_are who continue
when it- to participate -

counts.”’ in the Risk
) Watch pro-

gram.

a.was one of four Bowieites

-honored at the awards ceremony
before a. ,ed house in the gover
‘.p.er‘s T " [ =

Spensored by the Maryland Instiv
tute for Emergency Medical Services
Systems, the awards Honored chil-
dren whose actions ensure that
people in Maryland recewe “the
right care when it counts.”

BIada-News photo by Stephanie Kallnlch

Bowle children were among those honored at the Statehouse in Annapolis
Monday for their participation in EMS-for-Children programs. Pictured, from
left, are: Steven Widmann, 14, Tulip Grove Elementary School's before-and-
after-school program director Anissa Hewitt-Logan and Tulip Grove fifth-grader
Kalin Rhinehart. In front is 4-yearold Rebecca Woods from Chapel Forge

Special Center.

Present to watch Rebecca get her
plague were her parents, John
Woods Jr. and Ginny Woods, Ginny's
parents, Mary and Kevin Smith, as
well as Helen Seidel, Chapel Forge's

who nominated

~Burse
Rebecca and her classmates for the

" award

W& b‘iﬁlﬁ as a whlp," “Smith
sau‘I of-her 12th grandchild. Rebecca
has taught Smith some gafety tips,

ostly in the Kitchen, like keep the
5 away from the stove and
ging soda nearby.”

Rebecca comes from a family
steeped in safety and fire prevention.
Her father is a Prince George's
County firefighter/EMT; his father
is a retired county firefighter.

“She and told us what
to do in a ' said John, who is
probably still grinnmg from ear to
ear with pride. .

Why does she hke the technique
where you fall to the floor and roll to
extinguish clothing (or person) on

(See EMS, Page A2) ﬂ(
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open house .

In recognition and celebra-
tion of Emergency Medical
Services . the Geo :

fling Saturday from 11 a.m. to
4 pm. at the Union Street
location, Lonaconing,
Indoor activities will fea-
msMﬁeein : ‘blood  pressure
embﬂ:gh;phealm bmm%_.
s applications
subwﬁphonﬂ “The new Unit_
3504WDamhulancewlﬂbeon

themdjggmﬂﬁiracﬂviﬂeg
baked goods, ct‘aﬂs,. 5

’maﬂdfood
for the benefit of the squedts
being conducted .

Cap by acting
t. Jeff Cutter at (301) 876-
3110. A traditional-style New
Yorker with 6-inch leather .
front helmet will be ordered
tO meet the mer’s mﬂ
E:E une 5 at the Allegany-
F}m Euﬂ(}ounﬂes Volunteer
"ann Rescue Association
ual convention in Mid-

I et holders need not
be present towin. |

The event is open G 7tha
public. 5 . o
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Local Girl, EMS Age;c;es Receive
Awards In AE{EBQES From MIEMSS

The Maryland Institute
of Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Systems (MIEMSS) in
Annapolis on Tuesday hon-
ored children from across
the state and presented its
annual Stars of Life Awards
to honor EMS (Emgggggy

ical Services) person-
nel, citizens, and EMS pro-
grams. The MIEMSS is the
state agency responsible for
the delivery of emergency
medical services in Mary-
land.

Among those honored
were a 9-year-old Red
House area girl, who helped
save her fathers life, and
various Garrett County and
Allegany County EMS
agencies for their response
to the massive crash on 1-68
last Memorial Day week-
end.

The awards were present-

ed in a two-part ceremony
in the Governor's Reception
Room of the State House.
The morning presentation
honored Michaela Warsaw
and eight other children
"whose actions have en-
sured that people in Mary-
land receive the right care
when it counts."

Michaela was nominated
by Diane Lee and Sam
Moon of the Garrett Coun-
ty Health Department for
helping to save her father's
life.

On June 11, 2003,
Michaela went looking for
her father Bruce on their
southern Garrett  County
farm. She found him with
severe injuries and remem-
bered what she had learned
at Yough Glades Elemen-
tary School. Michaela went
to a neighbor's home to dial
9-1-1. When EMS person-
nel arrived, she took them
to where her father was ly-
ing,

Assisting with the child-
ren's awards ceremony this
vear was First Lady Kendel
Ehrlich. "The First Lady's
support of the EMS System
and the safety of Maryland's
smallest citizens is extraor-
dinary," said an MIEMSS
spokesperson.

Continued on Page A4

EMS Awngrds
Conr'mu'&l.ﬁ-o age A-1

During the afternoon
ceremony, MIEMSS pre-
sented its annual Stars of
Life Awards which honor
EMS personnel, citizens,
and EMS programs state-
wide. Governor Robert Ehr-
lich Jr. assisted with the
presentation.

Receiving the MIEMSS
Director's Excellence in
EMS Award were several
EMS agencies in Garrett
and Allegany counties. This
award was presented for
their response to the Inter-
state 68 crash near Finzel
on May 23, 2003. ~

Those recognized were
the Garrett County Emer-
gency Operations Center,
Eastern Garrett County Vo-
lunteer Fire and Rescue De-
partment, Garrett County
Fire/Rescue  Association,
Garrett County EMS Com-
mittee, Allegany County
Emergency Operations Cen.
ter, Allegany County Fire
and Rescue Board, City of
Cumberland Fire Depart-
ment, Frostburg Area Am-
bulance Service, and West-
em Maryland Health Sys-
tem,

"The response to the
massive crash scene, which
involved 40 separate colli-
sions, 80 vehf.i\c!es. and lead

to 70 injuries and two
deaths, was overwhelming,"
said a MIEMSS spokesper-
son. "The Maryland EMS
System came together,
working effectively in one of
the most rural areas of the
state."

Only seven other coun-
ties and Baltimore City
were presented with awards
during the ceremony.

The EMS Awards pres-
entation was held in con-
junction with EMS Week
2004, May 16-22. This is a
national celebration to hon-
or approximately 750,000
EMS providers nationwide,
This year the theme is
"EMS: There When You
Need Us," which empha-
sizes the “responsiveness
and compassion of our
EMS providers, whose
timely and attentive inter-
vention saves countless
lives," noted the spokesper-
son.

Maryland has approxi-
mately 30,000 prehospital
care providers, both career
and volunteer, according to
MIEMSS.

"Working as an emer-
gency medical services pro-
vider is different from any
other career you can have,"
said Dr. Robert R. Bass,
executive director to
MIEMSS. "You get tremen-
dous satisfaction from help-
ing others and knowing you
have made a difference be-
tween life and death. Our
Maryland EMS providers.
perform a wvital sc..ice for
the community."
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be honored as well, .
Also featured in the memoria] will be two figures - 5 fireman and ap EMS
worker — walking the stairs to heaven as three civilians say goodbye, -
Beard also informed the club of upcoming projects gt the Sykesvilje Road

; ; : ; i

following carnival. Thanks to fundraising efforts the project will pe
completely paid, without need of 4 long-term loan.

Rotarians in attendance were John Balfour, Jay Block, Stephen Bourexis,
club president David Fryman, Harry “pMgo» Haight, Dyke Harrison, Robin
Harrison, Richard Howes, Bil] Hudson, dJr., Rusty Johnson, Mac McGrcevy.
John Morgan, Boh Tabler and Lewis Wimmer. Nancy Fryman attended as 5 .

Buest, i =
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Thank local EMS providers, more
workers sought

To the editor:

During the week of May 16-22, communities across the nation will be
celebrating National Emergency Medical Services Week. This week is
designed to recognize the contributions of the thousands of EMS workers all
across the nation. While this is a national celebration, it is important that we
pause to reflect the dedication of our local EMS workers, who stand ready to
respond for your call for emergency help.

The Eastern Shore of Virginia is fortunate to have at its service a dedicated
team of volunteer and career EMS providers. In all, 16 licensed volunteer
agencies from Greenbackville to Cape Charles provide emergency care to
our thousands of residents and visitors. Three private ambulance companies
provide non-emergency and inter-facility transportation, logging tens of
thousands of miles annually. Supplementing the volunteer staff are career
personnel from the Accomack and Northampton counties, as well as the town
of Chincoteague and the NASA-Wallops Fire Department. Combined, the
Eastern Shore's EMS agencies respond to over 7,000 emergency calls
annually. Oversight for the Shore's EMS system is the responsibility of the
Eastern Shore EMS Council. This non-profit group is a sub-council of the
tidewater EMS Council, based in Norfolk. This local group provides oversight
in areas such as recruitment, treatment protocols, training, and other
operational and administrative aspects of our regional EMS system.

Local physician Geoffrey Gubb, MD serves as the operational medical
director for the agencies on the Shore, providing invaluable oversight of our
training programs, as well as quality assurance and protocol oversight. Dr.
Gubb has served in this capacity for over 20 years and continues to be active
in the local system.

Training of our local providers is the responsibility of a group of dedicated
individuals who spend countless hours lecturing and providing practical skill
instruction to volunteer and career personnel seeking to fulfill initial or re-
certification requirements. Providers are required to complete rigorous
training programs, ranging from 120 hours of EMT-Basic, to over 900 hours
for EMT-Paramedic. This does not include hours required for such training as

5/25/2004
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EVOC for ambulance drivers, basic trauma life support, advanced cardiac life
support and pediatric advanced life support, infectious disease control, and
CPR. Amazingly, a majority of the Shore's EMS system consists of
volunteers, individuals who must give countless hours for training and
emergency responses outside of their occupational and family obligations.

Agencies are in constant need of volunteers to assist with clerical work, fund-
raising events and so forth. In addition, the community is encouraged to show
their support by attending carnivals and other fund-raisers.

During National EMS Week, take time to stop by your local EMS station and
speak with someone about your own volunteer or career opportunities in
EMS. Feel free to have your blood pressure checked, view the latest in
emergency equipment, but more importantly, take a second just to say
"thanks" for what the local EMS workers are doing for the Eastern Shore 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, without hesitation.

We are indeed fortunate to be served by such a dedicated group or
individuals, one of whom may be your next-door neighbor.

Kevin T. Holloway
BANREMT-P

Recruitment & Retention Chair
Eastern Shore EMS Council

Originally published Thursday, May 20, 2004
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Southern GC Rescue Squad

Slates

The Southern Garrert
County Rescue Squad, in
cooperation with local fire
departments and the sher-
iffs office, will observe
Emergency Medical ~ Ser-
vices_ Week, May 16.22,
with "EMS Day in the
Park." The event will. take
place in Broadford Park on
Saturday, May 22, from 1
until 4 p.m. The public is
encouraged to attend ‘this

event.

"We are planning this
day at the park to cater to
kids and their parents,” not-
ed an event spokesperson.
"There are so many reasons
that children should be
aware of EMS providers
and of the important ser-
vices they provide. We are

"EMS Q@y Ig The Park"

pldnning an afternoon full
of fun and learning for the
kids."

Free helium balloons,
coloring  books, pencils,
stickers, temporary tattoos,
and helmets will be given
out to the children. Ambuy-
lances, fire trucks, and a
police car will also be dis-
played during the event.

"Our units will be out
and open for anyone in at-
tendance to look through,"
said the spokesperson.
"Children will have the op-
portunity to spray the fire
hose."

Additionally, Linda
Lewis of the Garrett County
Health Department wiil
conduct safety seat checks

emergency medical techni-
cians will be available to

take blood pressures
throughout the day.
National EMS Week

2004 brings together local
communities and medical

personnel to publicize safety
and honor the dedication of
those who provide the day-
to-day lifesaving services of
the medical "front line."
EMS Week celebrations
will also be held in conjunc-

from 1 until 3 p.m., and

tion with National Eme, T — ’OMD'MMD*mURSDA“MYNJM B-1
T he theme of thi icati :
gency Medical Services for Epms % e:k © '35 I\?Sls %ﬁz:r‘: and dedication of the para- - provide an essential com.

: dics, emergenc dical i i
Viidren  (EMSC) Day, When Yon Neeq pos "fo- techniciapy pEcnCY medical munity servie every day,”
: .~ 10~ technicians, first respong, noted o
May 19. cuses on the; commitment fire fighters, and POﬁe \51:2 =< spokesperson, ~I-
Reud. Then Recycle,
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given to a medic crew from Taneytown
Bethany Six, Josh Wil-

he EMS Star of Life award was

Volunteer Fire Co. From left are Wendy Parker, presents an award to William "

Maryland First Lady Kendel Ehrlich

let, Stephanie Lowry, Morgan, Wendy Bowersox, Gov. Robert Ehrlich

and Donald DeVries, chairman of the Maryland

EMS Board.

Aquero of Boy Scout Troop 371, Frederick, for administering CPR to

his brother, Marco, center,

EMS stars include child, local fire crew

By Susan C. Nico. ST [F3apsed. William, 11, a member of

News-Post Staff

snicoli@fredericknewspost.com

ANNAPOLIS — People who
made the difference for others
were honored for their heroics
Monday by Gov. Robert Ehrlich.

Children were among those
awarded for their actions during
the an rs of Life
Awards ceremony.

Marco Aguero is alive today
because his younger brother,
William, leapt into action last
year when Marco went into car-
diac arrest.

The boys were watching televi-
sion when Marco, who had a
known cardiac problem, col-

~

Boy Scout Troop 371, Frederick,
started CPR (cardio pulmonary
resuscitation) while adults called
11

William had learned CPR two
weeks earlier during his Scout
meeting,

In March, Marco received a
heart transplant at Children’s
National Medical Center.

William wore his scout uni-
form to the State House ceremony
on Monday.

The annual recognition is held
during National EMS Week. This
year's theme is “EMS: There
When You Need Us.”

Recognizing the state's 30,000
pre-hospital care providers, the
executive director of the Mary-

P!

land Institute for Emergency

Medical Services Systems said,
“Working as an emergency med-
ical services provider is different
from any other career you can
have.”

Dr. Robert Bass continued,
“You get tremendous satisfaction
from helping others and knowing
you have made a difference
between life and death. Our
Maryland EMS providers perform
a vital service for the communi-
ty."

A crew from Taneytown Vol-
unteer Fire Co. received the Mary-
land Star of Life Award for their
swift, appropriate care to a little
girl they witnessed getting hit by
a pickup truck.

Paramedic Wendy Bowersox

ran to the child who was uncon-
scious and not breathing,

Emergency Medical Techni.
cians (EMTs) Wendy Parker,
Bethany Six and Josh Willet
grabbed the necessary equipment
and assisted Ms. Bowersox with
rescue  breathing. Stephanie
Lowry, another advanced life sup-
pbort care provider, initiated intra-
venous lines and attached a heart
monitor.

The team stabilized the child,
and Ms. Bowersox accompanied
her on the flight to Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore.

Morgan, who has returned to
being an active first-grader, has
developed a special bond with the
crew and has visited them at the
Taneytown Fire Co.
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Board presents appreciation certificates

|

; Konrad Surowlec
i Staff Writer

i SUNED -

| CENTREVILLE - The Queen Anne's
ounty Commissioners presented
ertificates of appreciation to two
ozen emergency medical techni-
ians and firefighters from
ueenstown and Goodwill volunteer
e companies and the Emergency
edical Services Division of the
ounty Department of Emergency
rvices.
i The emergency responders were
cognized because of their extraor-
inary efforts in saving the life of a
everely injured young man on July
, 2003 on Wright's Neck Road, near
entreville. A pickup truck over-
rned and landed on the driver.
e volunteer firefighters and an
nidentified passerby lifted the truck
Cody James, 18. He was stabilized
til other EMTs from Queenstown,

Goodwill and the county EMS could
arrive. James was flown by a state
police helicopter to the R. Adams
Shock. Trauma Center at the
University of Maryland in Baltimore.
James received medical treatment for
a month in the trauma center, then
was discharged with no permanent
injuries. He later joined the Goodwill
Fire Company.

The 24 firefighters and EMTs will
receive a Hero Award from the R.
Adams Cowley Shock Trauma
Center at its “Night for Heroes” cere-
mony in Baltimore on May 22.

Nine firefighters and EMTs came
to the May 11 commissioners meet-
ing to receive their certificates: Fire
Chief Wayne Bloodsworth, Chief
Engineer Cliff Green and EMT
Shannen England from Goodwill
Volunteer Fire Company; Larry
Scearce, Lennie Anthony, Jim Lewis
and Thomas Nelson from
Queenstown Volunteer Fire

Company; and Lt. Lori Smith and
EMT Morte Bedford from the county
EMS division.

Others getting certificates includ-
ed Fire Chief Lonnie Anthony, Lisa
Anthony Vince Anthony, J.C. Lewis,
B.J. Duty and Frank Russum from
Queenstown; Rodney Schelhouse,
T.J. Palmatary, Joe Apple, Frank
Callahan, Matt Pinder, D.J. Whitby
and Nathan Powell from Goodwill:
and Brian Ferguson and Scott Haas,
supervisor, from the county EMS
division. Lisa Anthony is also a dis-
patcher for the county Department of
Emergency Services.

Also attending the May 11 com-

' missioners meeting were Dawn

Bedford, an EMT at Goodwill; and
John Chew, director of the county
Department of Emergency Services.
Chew said Morte Bedford recently
received a separate award from Gov.
Robert Ehrlich for extraordinary ser-
vice.
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Saturday, May 22

ington Pa uad will
host an event open to the community on
May 22, 2004. We will be giving tours of our
building located on Buck Hewitt Rd. There
will also be blood pressure checks, St. Mary's
Hospital's health van will also be there (in the
afternoon). LPVRS will be hosting Pampered
Chef and Tupperware products to benefit the
organization. There will be on-going CPR
demonstrations. There will also be several
displays throughout our building.

The Southern Maryland Mustang Club will hold
its monthly membership meeting on Satur-
day, May 22, 2004 at Bert's Restaurant on
Route 5 in Mechanicsville, Maryland. The
meeting will start at 4:00pm. For more infor- |
mation, please visit our website |
http://home.earthlink.net/-somdstangs.
Ownership of a Mustang is not a requirement |
for membership, but enthusiasm is.

An indoor yard sale is planned from 7 to 11
a.m. May 22 at the Patuxent Presbyterian
Church on Route 4. The event will be held
rain or shine. .

The Leonardtown Volunteer Rescue Squad is
planning a celebration of EMS Day from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. May 22 at the squad building.
There will be free blood pressure screenings
with Health Connections, equipment
demonstrations, McGruff the Crime Dog and
more.

A presentation on “Past Lives, Dreams and Soul
Travel” is planned from 10 a.m. to noon may
22 at the Lexington Park library, meeting
room A.

Little Flower School in Great Mills will be
hosting a 1950s and '60s Sock Hop and din-
ner on May 22. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m.
Come dance to the music of the 1950s and
'60s. Advance tickets are $20 per person. No
tickets at the door. Funds from the dance will
go towards Little Flower School’s new ;
roof, Call 301-994-0404 for more information
and/or tickets.
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Ocean City pays
tribute to services

S FB

OCEAN CITY — Ocean City is
again paying tribute to the
nation’s first responders with
the return of “Salute to the
Services,” the special discount
program honoring military,
police, EMSand fire personnel.
The 2004 “Salute to the Services”
program began Armed Forces
Day, Saturday, May 15, and runs
through Wednesday, June 16.

Planned by the Ocean City
Convention and Visitors Bureau
and the Ocean City Hotel-Motel-
Restaurant Association,
numerous local businesses
including hotels, restaurants,
attractions, golf courses and
shops will offer discounts to
military, police, EMS and fire
personnel showing their
credentials during the program.

The participating businesses
and activities are posted on a
special Web site,
www.salutetotheservices.com.

Also during Salute to the
Services, the Ocean City Life-
Saving Station Museum,
located on the Boardwalk at the
Inlet, will offer half-price
admission to firefighters,
police officers, military

personnel and their families.

On Saturday, May 22, at 8:30
a.m., the campaign revs up with
a Red, White and Blue Cruisin’
Parade on the Boardwalk
featuring the hot rods and
classic cars of Cruisin’ Weekend
2004, The parade will be led by
three antique fire engines from
New York.

On Saturday, May 29, get an
American flag and joinall of =
Ocean City for a salute the
services at noon on the
Boardwalk and beach at North
Division Street near the
Boardwalk Arch.

A traditional Flag Day
ceremony will be held Monday,
June 14, at 7 p.m. on the
Boardwalk at North Division
Street, featuring patriotic music
and everyone taking time to
pause for the Pledge of
Allegiance. On June 16, Salute to
the Services will conclude with
the annual Maryland State
Firemen’s Association Parade
down Baltimore Avenue at 1 p.m.

For more information about
Salute to the Services, call 1-800-
OC-OCEAN or visit
www.salutetotheservices.com.
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Coast Guard Honors Local

SWIb

SNOW HILL — Coast Guard offi-
cials were in Snow Hill on Tuesday
to present a plagque to members of
the various emergency services
groups from Worcester County who
participated in the rescue efforts
during the sinking of the tanker
“Bow Mariner” off the coast of near-
by Chincoteague Island on Feb. 28.

The Singapore-flagged tanker
“Bow Mariner” caught fire and ex-
ploded off the coast of Chinoteague
at around 6 p.m., sending its crew of
27 into the chilly Atlantic, many
with severe burns and life-threaten-
ing injuries. The 570-foo vessel was
carrying 3.2 million gal sns of eth-
anol, a highly flammable gasoline
additive, at the time of the explo-
sion.

Minutes after receiving the dis-
tress call, the Coast Guard quickly
deployed several helicopters, rescue
ships and airplanes to the site and
were able to rescue six survivors
from a lifeboat and plucked two
more from the icy water. The Wor-
cester County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, in conjunction with
several local emergency services ag-
encies, including the County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Berlin Volunteer Fire
Company and the Ocean Pines Vol-
unteer Fire Company among others,
responded to the calls and quickly
deployed a rescue operations center
at the Ocean City Municipal Airport.

Worcester emergency services set
up triage for incoming victims and
also a decontamination station for

S Involved In Ocean Rescue

Volunteer Fire Company in the N/V Bow Mariner tragedy. Resort eme
left, Carolyn Walston, EMS; Del Baker, EMS; Bryon Trimble, EMS; Chris Shaffer,

David Collins, EMS and Ocean City

multi-state and jurisdiction rescue effort that saved the lives of six crew members

U.S. Coast Guard Lt. Commander Ron LaBrec, center, attended M

onday night's meeting of the Ocean City Mayor
and Council. LaBrec commended the work of Ocean City's Emergency Medical Services and the Ocean City

rgency workers recognized, included, from

EMS; Buzzy Bayles, EMS; Capt.

Fire Chief Roger Steger. Ocean City emergency workers participated in the

ceremony was held on Tuesday to honor the county contributors.

from the Bow Mariner. A similar
Photo by David Orr

any potential survivors, and assisted
the Coast Guard with coordination
rescue efforts from land. Coast
Guard Lieutenant Commander Ron
LaBrec was in Snow Hill this week
to present a plaque to representa-
tives of Worcester’s emergency serv-
ices teams and praised the local
effort in the rescue efforts,

“It was a great honor to work di-
rectly with the Worcester County peo-
ple in this search-and-rescue opera-

tion,” he said. “The Worcester County
people were just amazing as they
responded quickly and allowed us to
get back out on the water in our at-
tempts to rescue and recover victims.”

The six victims pulled from the
lifeboat were transported to a Vir-
ginia hospital where they were
treated for burns and chemical expo-
sure and later released. The two vic-
tims pulled from the icy Atlantic
were taken to the Ocean City air-

~

port, but both men succumbed to
their injuries en route to the hospi-
tal. All in all, 18 members of the
crew of 27 were never recovered.

A body discovered on a Long
Island, N.Y, beach two weeks ago
was believed at first to be the body of
one of the victims from the “Bow
Mariner,” but Nassau County offi-
cials said this week the possibility
the body was a victim of the tanker
explosion had been ruled out.
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As part of a planned mock drill, emergency crews to the Wor-cester
Career and Technology Center last Saturday for a bomb explosion. Above, para-
medics and emergency crews tend to injured students as part of the prepared
event. Photo by Fred Grant

County Stages Emergency At
School To Test Preparedness

v 16P

Fake Disaster Tests Personnel

BERLIN - In an effort to test
Worcester County’s preparedness to
handle a full-scale disaster, county
emergency responders were evaluat-
ed by representatives from the
Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute
and Maryland Institute for Emer-
gency _Medical Services Systems
while responding to a mock disas-
terfterrorist attack last Saturday at
the Worcester Career and Technol-
ogy Center (WCTC).

Emergency Service personnel not-
ed there is room for improvement,

but as a whole the county stands
ready to respond to such a crisis.

“Worcester County was tested on
its preparedness to handle a terror-
ist event within a public school
building this weekend to measure
our readiness to respond and miti-
gate the situation,” said David Fitz-
gerald, emergency management
planner for Worcester County. “As a
county, we can be proud of our
responders’ current abilities to han-
dle such an event.”

The drill began at 8:35 a.m. with a
mock emergency call from a student
at the WCTC to the 911 center who
said that a bomb had just ex-ploded
in the school and an un-known indi-
vidual was fleeing the scene.

Worcester County Emergency
Services began dispatching all avail-
able resources to respond to the drill.
Within moments, the county’s Emer-
gency Services, Fire Marshal and
Sheriff’s Offices, Public Works,
Health Department and various fire
and ambulance companies through-
out the county converged on the
school to resolve the crisis.

The Sheriff’'s Office, with the
assistance of a K-9 unit and Sheriff’s
Tactical Armed Response (STAR)
team tracked and captured the al-
leged perpetrator, while county
emergency personnel and officials
from various fire companies, emer-
gency medical services and special
hazards teams worked together to
deal with the events unfolding
before them.

Those events included not only
determining the nature of the simu-
lated explosion and a subsequent
blast but also attempting to aid stu-
dents posing as panicked, shocked,
injured or dead.

Following the initial explosion, an
emergency response was alerted and
injured students were transported to
Atlantic General Hospital (AGH).
AGH staff was evaluated on their
ability to decontaminate and care for
large numbers of injured individu-
als.

“Many agencies participated and
displayed their ability to work well
together,” Fitzgerald said. “We will
critique the evaluations and strive to
make improvements where neces-
sary. Improvements could mean
there are additional equipment
needs, additional training for per-
sonnel or additional outside re-
sources that should be made avail-
able.”

Emergency Services Director Ter-
esa Owens said, “The Worcester
County Exercise Planning Commit-
tee invested more than a year of
preparation time into creating this
realistic learning tool and plans to
begin conducting emergency drills
annually.”
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Board approves hospital plan

Pyxuvin.l.smy

Staff Writer

The Montgomery County
Planning has approved site
plans for /90 million ion
at Shady Grove Adventist Hospital
in Rockville.

The 205,000-square-foot ex-
pansion would be the largest
since the medical center opened
in 1979, said Deborah A. Yancer,
Shady Grove president. It would
add a four-story patient tower, in-
creasing the hospital’s size almost
60 percent and expanding its in-
patient beds from 274 to 346. The
Emergency Department,
Women’s and Children’s Center
and surgery areas would also be

enlarged.

The $90 million figure includes
both construction and new med-
ical equipment, Yancer said. The
project would add about 200 full-
time equivalent positions by 2010.
Shady Grove, one of the largest
employers in Montgomery Coun-
ty, has about 2,000 employees, of
which 1,425 are full-time.

Grove Adventist still has
some hoops to jump lh.mugh be-
fore construction can begin.
County staff has to sign the final
blueprints, which is expected by
the end of June. Then the hospital
must obtain permits from the
county, plus a certificate of need
from the Maryland Health Care

Commission, for which it applied
in October.

Yancer said construction could
begin as soon as December; get-
ting a certificate of need can take
years, however,

The expansion would be com-
pleted in phases with new con-
struction on the tower starting
first, followed by the renovations.

“All total, we expect it to take
about four years,” Yancer said,
while construction of the tower
could be finished in a little over

wo {Eﬁl&

e need for the expansion
cormresponds to a significant in-
crease in the number of patients
treated at Shady Grove in the past
few years, Yancer said. Inpatient
admissions, excluding births, rose
from 16,507 in 1998 to 19,502 last

weaghady Grove's emergency de-
partment served about 86,000 pa-
tients last year, up from about
62,000 in 1998. The ER is the sec-
ond busiest in the state, behind
only 920-bed Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital in Baltimore, which treated
abourt 92,000 patients in 2003,

“Shady Grove has about one-
third of the number of inpatient
beds as Johns Hopkins,” Yancer
said. “So we really have a great
need to increase our inpatient
beds. Were not that far ind
Johns Hopkins in emergency
room patients.”

Shady Grove has also submit-

ted plans to the state to build a
frec -standing 27,000-square-foot
emergency department on Route
118 near Middlebrook Road, Ger-
mantown, as a satellite.

The department would be
open 24 hours and contain five in-
patient beds. If approved, the
satellite would be the first free-
standing ER in Maryland.

Other Mospitals and groups
such as ffe Maryland Institute for
Emergéncy Medical Services Sys-
tem, which coordinates statewide
emergency medical services, have
questioned the project. They say it
would set a precedent of allowing
hospitals to build these depart-
ments to attract patients rather
than meet the region’s needs.

But the free-standing ER would
serve a great need since about
30,000 cy room patients
treated E;It‘eﬂi?ﬂockw]l' e ﬁ;‘:;nna]
last year came from the German-
town area, Yancer said. Getting ap-
proval for an entirely new hospital
would take a lot longer, and an ur-
gent-care facility would not really
meet the needs, she said.

Some other area hospitals are
planning or are in the midst of ex-
pansions, Holy Cross Hospital in
Silver Spring is building a new
parking structure, a physicians
specialist building and a two-story
entrance and concourse area, as
well as renovating the emergency
room and other departments, ina
$62 million project .
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Panel: Share rigs to speed EMS service

avr T
By JULIA HOCKENBERRY
For The Capital

A proposed change in emergency
medical services in Queen Anne's
County could cut the wait for sick and
injured people who need transpor-
tation to the hospital.

An EMS task force is recommending
allowing paid county paramedics to
borrow ambulances owned by volun-
teer fire departments when volunteers
are unavailable.

“On a weekly basis, we're breaking
records that I don't want to break,”
Scott Haas, chief of the county Emerg:
ency Medical Services Division, told
the Board of County Commissioners at
a work session this week.

Emergency workers often refer to
the critical window of time to get a
patient from an accident scene fto
definitive medical care as the “golden
hour,” but that time frame is expand-
ing in the county.

Mr. Haas recalled an incident last
week in which the count; communi-

cations center alerted seven different
volunteer fire departments fo seek
assistance before getting a response.

In the county's current response
model, Advanced Life Support
paramedics arrive on location in a
“chase unit," such as a Ford Ex-
pedition equipped for patient care but
not transport. That trip must be made
in an ambulance.

All 16 ambulances in the county are
owned and driven by individual vol-
unteer fire departments, but at certain
times of the day, volunteer manpower
is scarce, said Mr. Haas.

“It's getting more and more difficult
for the volunteers,” he said. “There’s
just not a lot of people who can
commit five to eight hours a day.”

To make matters worse, with a
growing county and shrinking volun-
teer base, the delay in transport is
getting longer even at times when
volunteers are available.

“There's no response time problem.
It's the fransport time,” said Com-

[

KENT ISLAND

missioner Gene Ransom,
D-Grasonville. “The fire departments
are coming to us and saying, ‘We can't
handle the volume anymore.’"”

On average, response time is 9.3
minutes in Queen Anne's County. The
trouble is moving patients to the
hospital. It averages 49.1 minutes. The
figure in Anne Arundel County is 32.5
minutes.

Under the 12-member EMS panel's
plan, volunteer fire departments
would be reimbursed for mileage used
when county employees drive volun-
teer vehicles.

The proposal, which has been a
work in progress since last fall, calls
for ultimately requiring the county to
buy ambulances and staff them with
paid county personnel., who would
supplement volunteer services.

The panel also suggested the county
create a universal billing system.

—

Right now, volunteer fire departments
and the county all use separate billing
agencies to charge patients who are
driven to the hospital. '

Mr. Ransom hopes the switch will
improve revenues for volunteers and
the county.

“When the county does this, we
should be able to collect at a higher
rate,” he said.

At Tuesday’'s meeting, the com-
missioners agreed to support the con-
cept, in theory, but asked for greater
detail regarding the cost of the pro-
posal.

Ted Jackson, president of the Fire
Chiefs Association, said to avoid
compromising patient care, time is of
the essence.

“It's something that needs to be
acted on immediately,” he said.

Julia Hockenberry is a freelance
writer on Kent Island.
"

J
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THERE WHEN YOU NEED US
May 16-22, 2004
We salute our EMS providers — dedicated individuals who provide
the day-to-day lifesaving services of the medical “front line.”
Aberdeen Fire Department Hart to Heart
. Abingdon Fire Company Level Volunteer Fire Company
Bel Air Volunteer Fire Company Jarrettsville Volunteer Fire Company
Charlestown Volunteer Fire Company Joppa-Magnolia Volunteer Fire Company
Community Fire Company of Perryville Norrisville Volunteer Fire Department
Community Fire Company of Rising Sun Northeast Fire Company
Company 12 APG Paramedical Personnel of Maryland
Darlington Volunteer Fire Company Susquehanna Hose Company
Delta-Cardiff Volunteer Fire Company Water Witch Volunteer Fire Company
Fallston Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Company Whiteford Volunteer Fire Company
Havre de Grace Ambulance Corps
En
2 Upper Chesapeake Health
443-843-5000 ’ 443-643-1000
HARFORD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL UPPER CHESAPEAKE MEDICAL CENTER
501 South Union Avenue / Havre de Grace, MD 21078

500 Upper Chesapeake Drive / Bel Air, MD 21014
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Present for the

ambulance from Level Volunteer

Company were: Danny Polk [r., president, Level VFC: Oris T
VFC; Ed Evan, assistanr chief, Ewell VFC; Louise Mabe, am,

transfer of ownership of a 1996 Horton
Fire Company to Fwell Volunteer Fire
Vler, chief, Ewell
bulance captain,

Level VFC: and Clarence Ross, first assistane chief, Level VFC,

Level donates am

Smith Islanduvogznteers receive 1996 Horton vehicle

On April 25 the Level
Volunteer Fire Company real-
ized a new height of coopera-
tion between Maryland
Emergency Service Agencies.
The local fire company donated
its 1996 Horton ambulance to
the Ewell Volunteer Fire
Company of Smith Island in
Somerset County,

The old 191 was taken out
of service after the purchase of
a new EMS unit by Level. The
company had already been
advised by its vendor the
trade-in value was limited.
Committee Chairman Jack
Polk was in contact with
Robert Goll Jr, chief of the
Susquehanna Hose Company
in Havre de Grace. Goll is a
regular visitor to the Smith
Island area and knew there
was need of an updated EMS
unit. The committee
approached Level's board of
directors and it was agreed
Level would donate the used
ambulance to Ewell,

The unit was relettered by
Finch Graphics of Elkton.
Level 191 was transformed to
Ewell Unit 100 of Somerset
County.

Members of the Ewell
Volunteer Fire Company came
to Level April 25 to pick up
their new ambulance. Chief
Otis Tyler, Assistant Chief Ed
Evan, along with members of

i

ambulance from Level Volungeer Fir
Lompany were: Danny Polk Jr., preside
VEC: fack Polk, committee chatrman, New
anm, assistant chief. Ewell VEC: Louie
VFC: Clarence Ross, Sfirst assistant chief, Level VFC: and Bobby Goll I, chief,

E

Present for the transfer of ownership
e Company to Fwell Volunteer Eire
nt, Level VFC; Otis Tyler, chicf, Fuwell

of a 1996 Horton

191 Commitsee, Level VFC: Ed
Mabe, ambulance captain, Level

Susquehanna Hose € ompany, Havre de Grace.

¢ sy,
Wiy
FRE o

o

Level Volunteer Fire

parmment doors. The unit was pre
$134.834. The unir
Medical S'rry.rl‘r's Advanced f_,j ;‘z" .\‘r&pp:m’

Emergency Sales for
Maryland Institute for Emergency

“hased from Mark

Company placed in service a new Horton
ambulance April 16, Levels new wnit is a 3004 Horeon Walk Thru featur-
mg a Chevy 4500 Medium Duty Commercial ¢ “wt-a-way chassis, diesel
engine and an Allison transmission. Included are n H Oxygen boesle life £
tem, 53 degree wheel tu riing radius, CPR sear, Jull LED emergency lighting
package, Ineelliplex sealed panel control console and all clear Plexiglas com-

Falkenhan of Fesco
i ﬁd’f)' H:‘ru:p‘!'ﬂf ta meer the

Standards, The new unit is designated Ambulance 197,

their families, signed the
appropriate paperwork and
transferred ownership official-
ly. New tags were put in place
and the old ones retired. Level
Ambulance 191 was retired
and new Ewell Ambulance 100
came to life,

Evan said thejr company
has a total of nine EMTs
trained, eight woman and one
man, who provide EMS cover-
age for their first due area,
Last year they responded to
about 60 emergency medical
calls. Seventy-five percent of

bulance

the patients they assist are
transported to the hospital by
Medevac. The less serious
patients wait for transporta-
tion by boat to the mainland.

Evan said his 20-year-old
son is the ambulance lieu-
tenant and was eagerly await-
ing the arrival of the new unit.
He said much of the equipment
they would be carrying would
be on the unit by dark.

Tyler expressed the appreci-
ation of the entire membership
for the generosity of Level and
the donation of the used EMS
unit. Present for the transfer of
ownership on behalf of Level
were President Danny Polk Jr.,
Ist Assistant Chief Clarence
Ross, Ambulance Capt. Louise
Mabe, Director Buddy
Testerman, Past MSFA
President Gene Worthington,
Senior Capt. Larry Mabe and
chairman of the Ambulance
Replacement Committee Jack
Polk.

Special guest was Chief
Bobby Goll Jr. of the
Susquehanna Hose Company
who is an avid waterman, reg-
ular visitor and friend to the
Ewell personnel. Goll worked
with Polk to work out details
on the donation of the ambu-
lance. The cooperative effort
exemplifies the true spirit of
volunteer fire and EMS ser-
vices in the state. *

J
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Honored with the Star of Life Award were Wendy Parker (left), Bethmsh.luhwmet.mapham

Lowry and Wendy Bowersox. They are Morgan
saved, Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. and Donald L. DeVries Jr., mumwmsm

Emergency medical crews honored

are shown with 6-

‘whose life they

Two groups helped save
lives of accident victims

By ErvrE BAUBLITZ
BUNSTAPF f‘y'!c %

Timing is everything.

Just ask the emergency medl-
cal technlelans at Taneytown
Volunteer Fire Company who
were returning to the station
Sept. 2 when they witnessed a
5-year-old girl get hit by a
pickup truck.

“It was a matter of being In
the right place at the right
time," said Wendy Bowersox,
lead paramedic on the ambu-
lance who helped save the little
girl's life that day.

For thelr efforts, Bowersox
and EMTs Stephanle Lowry,
Josh Willet, Bethany Six and
Wendy Parker were honored re-
cently with the Star of Life
Award from Maryland Institute
for Emergency Medical Services
Systems.

“The award is given to indi-
viduals, multiple individuals or a
team on the same Incident for
an outstanding rescue by EMS
personnel,” institute spokesman
Jim Brown said of the honor,
which was presented Monday in
Annapolis.

The day of the aceldent, Bow-
ersox and ambulance driver
Josh Willet saw a football sail
across the street in front of
them and watched in horror as
Morgan Longenecker darted in
front of the truck.

“We were actually afrald she
would be run over by our ambu-
lance. She actually landed be-
hind the ambulance — that's
how close we were,” Bowersox
sald.

The crew Immediately
stopped, assessed Morgan and
called for a medical helicopter to
take her to the Johns Hopkins

pedlatric trauma center In Balti-
more.

“The little girl wasn't breath-
Ing for flve to elght minutes and
didn't make any attempt to
breathe until the utility [truck]
got there” Bowersox said. “We
were using the bag valve mask
and breathing for her”

The EMTs started an Intrave-
nous solutlon and stabilized
Morgan, who was breathing on
her own by the time the helicop-
ter arrived.

Brenda Longenecker, Mor-
gan’s mother, sald her daughter
remained In a coma for two days
with pelvic injuries and a blood
clot on the left side of her brain.

After a week at Hopkins, Mor-
gan spent about three weeks at
the Kennedy Krieger Institute
for rehabiitation.

“She's dolng pretty good,”
Brenda Longenecker sald last
week. “She has a contusion on
the brain that they said would
take six months to a year to go
away, but she's back In school
and she's doing really good.”

Also last week, an EMT crew
from Reese & Community Vol-
unteer Fire Company earned an
award for saving the life of a
33-year-old man who was In-
Jured in an accident last year.

Paramedic Lisa Elllott and
EMTs Ray Mattison, Carl Mor-
genstern and Chad Reese were
to receive Maryland Shock
Trauma Center's Hero Award
last night at the center's annual
A Night for Heroes gala.

On the morning of May 9 last
year, Tim Stewart, an employee
of Roll-Off Express on Dede
Road In , had filled a
tractor-traller tire with air and
was next to it when It exploded.

“The sidewall of the tire hit
him and knocked him about 15
to 20 feet away, where he landed
on a plle of tires" Elliott said.
“He was lucky the tire rim didn't

hit him because it would have |
killed him. He had head, chest
and abdominal injuries, which
‘were seriously life-threatening

The Reese company sent ad-
ditional personnel to help Stew-
art, who was put on two intrave-
nous solutions, a heart monitor
and oxygen.

Because of fog, the medical
helicopters weren't flying, so the
crew had to take him by land to
Shock Trauma.

“We got him down there In |
about 25 minutes, which was
really good, what with the fog,
traffic and construction,” Elliott
sald. “My driver, Raymond
Mattison, was excellent.

“I think that's one reason they
[Shock Trauma] considered it
an exceptional rescue, because
of all the things we had working
against us,” she sald.

Stewart's wife, Pat, sald the
doctors told her that any one of
his injuries was severe enough
to kill him. He had a collapsed
left lung; colon, spleen, liver and
stomach damage; a shattered
rib; and a torn aorta.

He remalned In Shock
Trauma for flve weeks and has
endured at least elght surgeries,
the most recent in February.

Shock Trauma honors not
only the ambulance crew that is
the first to respond to an acci-
dent, but everyone involved in
saving a victim’s life. Thirty-two
people were honored for helping
to save Stewart.

“The eriteria Includes the type
of injury and the number of peo-
ple involved In saving one life,
which goes all the way from the
911 dispatcher who took the call,
all the way to the housekeeper
keeping the bay doors open,”
said Cindy Rlivers, a spokes-
woman for Shoek Trauma.

Both awards were part of Na-
tional Emergency Medical Serv-
ices Week, which began May 16.
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Talbot woman is state's EMS Provider of the Year

By: VICKI FISHER , Staff Writer 05/24/2004

EASTON - A Talbot County
Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
paramedic was honored Monday for
being named Maryland EMS
Provider of the Year.

Margaret Stein, who has been a
Talbot County EMS paramedic for
nearly four years and an Oxford
Volunteer Fire Company ambulance
captain for eight, has volunteered
her free time organizing and training |
people for Talbot County's Automatic |
External Defibrillator (AED), or
Operation Save Heart, program.

"l was completely surprised," said
Stein. "l had no idea."

Mark Cummings, Talbot County
EMS director, said he nominated
Stein for the award for her ongoing
efforts as a paramedic who
consistently works on related
projects in her free time.

MARGARET STEIN

"I feel great for her, both personally and professionally,” he said. "So many
deserving people go unrecognized and this time they chose the right person."

Cummings described Stein as the backbone of the defibrillator program.

Stein has worked in her spare time to do 80 percent of the training involved in
the AED program, Cummings said. The AED program distributes 140
defibrillators in public places throughout the county. Stein has done all of the
record keeping for the program and also has taught CPR to many of the
defibrillator recipients. She also was responsible for recording and accounting
at Winterfest, the statewide EMS conference on Tilghman Island, said
Cummings.
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Hospital opens new
emergency care center

Holy Cross Hospital held an
open house Saturday to show its
New emergency care center to the
public.

The new center is more than
twice the size of the space con-
structed at the hospital in the
1970s. In addition to treating pa-
tients with life-threatening emer-
gencies, the center ‘offers a fast-
track Express Care Center for pa-
tients who have minor injuries or
ailments, as well as a dedicated
pediatric emergency service with
private space for parents to be
with their children.
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Disaster/terrorism
drill helps county

I

(May 28,2004) In an effort {:ifst Worcester
County’s preparedness to handle a full-scale
disaster, county emergency responders were
evaluated by representatives from the
Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute and
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical
Services Systems while responding to a mock
disaster/terrorist attack last Saturday at the
Worcester Career and Technology Center
(WCTC). Emergency Service personnel noted
that though there is room for improvement, as
a whole the county stands ready to respond to
such a crisis.

"Worcester County was tested on its pre-
paredness to handle a terrorist event within a
public school building this weekend to meas.
ure our readiness to respond and mitigate the
situation,” said David Fitzgerald, emergency
management planner for Worcester County.
“As a county, we can be proud of our respon-
ders’ current abilities to handle such an event."

The drill began at 8:35 a.m. with a mock
emergency call from a student at the WCTC 1o
the 911 center who stated that a bomb had just
exploded in the school and an unknown indi-
vidual was fleeing the scene. Worcester County
Emergency Services began dispatching all
available resources to respond to the drill
Within moments the county’s Emergency
Services, Fire Marshal and Sheriff’s Offices,
Public Works, Health Department and various
fire and ambulance companies throughout the
county converged on the school to resolve the
crisis.

The Sheriff’s Office, with the assistance of a
K-9 unit and Sherifi’s Tactical Armed
Response (STAR) team tracked and captured
the alleged perpetrator, while county emer-
gency personnel and officials from various fire
companies, emergency medical service, and
special hazards team worked together to deal
with the events unfolding before them,

Those events included not only determin-
ing the nature of the simulated explosion and a
subsequent blast but also attemnpting to aid stu-
dents posing as panicked, shocked, injured or
dead. Following the initial explosion and emer-
Bency response, injured students were trans-
ported to Atlantic General Hospital (AGH).
AGH staff was evaluated on their ability to
decontaminate and care for large numbers of
injured individuals,

"Many agencies participated and displayed
their ability to work well together,” Fitzgerald
said. "We will critique the evaluations and
strive to make improvements where ;
Improvements could mean there are addition-
al equipment needs, additional training for
personnel or additional outside resources that
should be made available.”

Worcester County Emergency Services
Director Teresa Owens stated that, "The
Worcester  County  Exercise Planning
Committee invested more than a year of prepa-
ration time into creating this realistic learn;
tool and plans to begin conducting emergency
drills annually"

The Worcester County Commissioners
appreciate the assistance of the various organi-
zations that assisted with the drill Worcester
County Volunteer Services and the Board of
Education, Pocomoke, Girdletree, Stockton,
Newark, Berlin, Ocean City, Showell, Bishopville
and Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire and EMS
Companies, First Baptist Church of Berlin,
Community Players of Ocean Pines, Red Cross,
Stephen Decatur High School Students Against
Drunk Drivers and Pocomoke High School
Warriors Communications.
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Preston Elementary students

PRESTON - Preston
Elementary School held a
Career Day April 29. Eight
adults participated in the
learning experience and stu-
dents from the Caroline
County Technology Center
were also on hand.

The high school students
set up stations in the gym and
information about subjects
available for study in the voca-
tional school was presented to
the younger students. They
included Cosmetology, Health
Occupations, Auto  Tech,
Industrial Technology,
Horticulture, Carpentry, Child
Care, NC Art Department,
Agribusiness and Information
Management Systems (com-
puter).

Each student was able to
take part in the careers: ham-
mering nails, planting seeds,
having faces painted, etc.

NRP Officer, Darrin Moore,
was instrumental in bringing
together the “outside” partici-
pants.  Michael Glanden
brought a backhoe dump
truck from his company,
Glanden Construction; Barry
Holland brought a tractor
trailer  from  Overnight
Transport in Federalsburg;
John Gill, who is with US.

learn abgy career choices

Michael Glanden of Glanden Construction talks to students from
Preston Elementary about his job on Career Day at the school,

Fish and Wildlife, brought a
large tub with sturgeon swim-
ming in it that the children
could pick up or touch; horse
trainer, Mrs. Stafford, brought
her horse, Scooby. Most of
the children had never
touched a horse before and
were delighted with how soft
he felt: Kenneth Tull brought
his EMT ambulance, Darrin
Moore brought his NRP
palice van, and the highlight
of the day was the NRP heli-
copter piloted by John

Buchanan and Mark Wright.

Each participant talked
about what they do, the train-
ing that was required for the
job, and then let the children
experience “hands-on” 'as
much as possible.

PES Career Day was a
smashing success because of
the people who gave their
time to come and talk about
their careers and allow the
students to participate and
experience the different jobs.
Career Day was a learning

Preston Elementary School students got an up-close look at the Natural Resources Police helicopter dur-
ing Career Day on April 29.

Lakong e
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Hospital improvements
greatly needed

At first glance it might seem that the folks at Peninsula
Regional Medical Center are asking for the moon with their
multimillion-dollar capital improvement plan unveiled last
week. The blueprint for expansion and renovation calls for new
buildings and parking facilities that would greatly enhance the
current hospital campus.

Ultimately costing about $110 million and slated for
completion in two distinct phases, the construction plan calls
for improving major hospital functions that are due for an

upgrade. Parking has long
been a problem and that is

i being addressed by
Our VIew construction of a $5.8 million
Plan calls for improving garage, located in a central

major hospital functions part of the campus. Patiént

that are due for an upgrade.  rooms are being renovated

Patient rooms are being and services spread across the

renovated and services campus are being

spread across the campus consolidated to better serve

are being consolidated to patients,

better serve patients. Perhaps the most important
Perhaps the most part of the plan is

important part of the planis  construction of a new 46,000-
construction of a new 46,000-  square-foot emergency

square-foot emergency department. With 63,000

department. patients passing through the
emergency room annually, the
department is in need of

more space to meet growing demand. Everyone seems to have a
story about a long wait in PRMC'’s emergency department —
the facility expansion will be a crucial step toward. solving that
problem. The new emergency center would cover two floors
initially, and should be completed within the next two years.

A jewel in the PRMC universe is the highly touted heart
center. This, too, would undergo consolidation and
improvement. With the Lower Shore’s high cancer rate,
treatment for that devastating disease is an important hospital
function, and the effort will be made easier through
construction of a comprehensive cancer center, with additional
space for radiation treatment.

Surgical services will also be improved with new space. A
new outpatient tower that would eventually extend to five
floors would also be added.

. The Phase I expansion should be completed by 2008 and
includes 138,370 square feet in new space and renovation work,
added to nearly 100,000 square feet of existing space.

The cost for the first phase is projected to be $83.8 million.
The hospital would tap the bond market to borrow $75 million,
with the remainder coming from fund-raising contributions
and other sources.

Peninsula Regional’s expansion plan is ambitious, expensive
and a huge undertaking. But it is also well thought-out, timely
and wholly necessary. One thing that distinguishes our
community is the high quality of medical care, and that care
begins with adequate medical facilities, It is vital that the
community maintain a first-rate medical center This

expansion plan is crucial to fulfilling a local commitment to top |

flight medical service.
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In an effort to test Worcester County’s preparedness to handle a Sfull-scale disaster, county emergency
responders were evaluated by representatives from the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute and Maryiand
Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems while responding to a mock disaster/terrorist attack
recently at the Worcester Career and Technology Center (WCTC). Emergency Service personnel noted that
though there is room for improvement, as a whole the county stands ready to respond to such a crisis:
Worcester County Emergency Services Director Teresa Owens stated that, “The Worcester County Exercise
Planning Committee invested maore than a year of preparation time into creating this realistic learning
tool and plans to begin conducting emergency drills annually.”
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Capt. David Collins of Ocean City Emergency Medical Services (fire division) explains

some of the main protective gear used by
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Coast Guard says
boat smart, boat

(May 24, 2004 The Coast Guard kicks off
the National Safe Boating Week Campaign con-
tinuing through May 28,

According to Coast Guard statistics, 750
boaters died in 2002 nationwide. Eighty-five
percent of those who drowned were not wear.
ing their life jackets, In an emergency, there is
no time to put on a life jacket, so wearing one at
all times is extremely important. And forget the
image of life jackets being orange, bulky and
uncomfortable, today's technologically
advanced life jackets are inconspicuous - some
even double as fishing vests or jackets.

During National Safe Boating Week, there
will be Coast Guard Auxiliary and U. 5. Power
Squadron members at local boat ramps in
Virginia Beach, Norfolk and Cape Charles 10
conduct Vessel Safety Checks, a non-enforce-
ment, courtesy examination of a vessel to veri-
fy the presence and condition of certain safety
equipment required by state and fede, -
lations. Allraarers I:?'re encouraged lom‘l;uke
advantage of this free service,

The Coast Guard Auxiliary and the U,
Power Squadrons also offer boating courses for
recreational boaters of all ages throughout the
yeaLCoumcsmmanyaspec(stboaling
safety, from boat handling to reading the

er.

Another aspect of boating safety is not
operating a boat under the influence, or ot
boating. while intaxicated. Just as deadly as
drinkingand driving, it is also illegal to operate
a boat while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs in every state. There are stringent penal-
ties for violating BUI/BWI laws, which can
include large fines, suspension or revocation of
boat operator privileges, and jail terms.

Here are a few other tips to make your boat-
ing experience pleasurable this summer:

* Make sure a friend o relative knows your
float plan. A float plan states where you are
going and how many peaple are on board your
vessel, gives a complete vessel descri ption, and
details your destination and when you plan to
arrive there. If you are delayed for some reason,
make sure you let those same people know,

* Be sure to check the local weather prior to
departing the dock. Weather can change very
rapidly and vou should keep a watchful eye on
the forecasted conditions.

* Have nautical charts of the areq you are
boating in, a global positioning device, and a
reliable means of communication, VHF radiois
the best method of communications while on
the water. Alth cell phones are a
backup, they ca?‘ug: unreliable due to gagz("uf
Coverage area and the inevitable dead battery,

For further boating safety information, cal
or check online at one of the following:

+ U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary WWw.cgaux.org

* Vessel Safety Checks www.vesselsafety-
check.org

* Coast Guard Boating Safety page at
hnp:ﬂwww.uscgboating.mg or 1-800-368-
5647

* National Safe Boating  Council
wiwwsafeboatingcouncil.org

* US. Power Squadrons WWW.USps.org
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Hagoital awarded for
emergeincy medical services

The Maryland Instityte for
Emergency Medical Services
Systemsincluded St Mary’s

Hospital am ong the Stars ( f
Life honorees at a ceremony
last week in Annapolis,

Chosen for the Outstanding
EMS Pro Award, a release
states, the hospital in Leonard-
town “supports St. Mary's EMS
community through actjve in-
volvement in educational pro-
8rams and an excellent work-
ing relationship with the pre-
hospital care broviders. The ef-
forts of the hospital demon-
strate a true team concept in
the delivery of EMs care”
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EMS Week
Recognizing May 16-22 as Emergency Medical Services Week on Tuesday were {from left) W County Cor i s John "Sonny”™
MMMB@@,MMO@&:WWMM Jackie Carey, Omanﬁwsmmﬁrebmm

Virgil Shockdey, Gary Pumell Berfin Fire Department, Commissioners Louise Gulyas, Bud Church, Tom Cetola and James

Pumneil.

e
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Students see

n W

the dangers

of drinking and driving

By MaRisa NAVARRO
Times StarF WRITER

SYKESVILLE — Cegtury’
High School art leac;!rlrﬁ;%le £
Diem dipped a s paint:

brush in a bottle filled with
stage blood and started flick-
ing it at junior Kris Breeden's
dress and legs.

The 17-year-old already had
fake blood dripping on her
arms and face. She also had a
gash on her forehead that the
school's drama club members
created with stage makeup.

In less than an hour, Breeden
would join six other drama
club members in a mock
drunken driving accident,
known as “Prom Promise,”
Thursday at Century High.

In the staged accident, Bree-
den and two friends get into a

Graduation
From Page Al B

“We should not throw away a
whole life just because he's a lit-
tle banged up,” Kimmel said, in
reciting a line from the movie
about the underdog horse.

Kimmel also provided the
students with three pieces of
advice that he asked them to
keep in mind as the; enter the

car with junior Greg Kneller,

-«"» who has been drinking. Kneller
-crashes into a husband, wife

and baby. During the crash,
Breeden is ejected from her
seat and dies at the scene.

The E\Le;{g:iesi@ed to warn
teenagexs-4bout the dangers of
drinking and driving 'during
prom and graduation season.

This is the first year Century
High has hosted the event for
juniors and seniors.

“This re-enactment
have very well been real,” said
Amy Carney, an Emergency
Medical Services lieutenant
with the Sykesville-Freedom
District fire company.

But for the student actors,
“Prom Promise” was very real.
The Sykesville-Freedom Dis-
trict and Winfield fire compa-

could-

CHRIS AMMANN/STAFF PHOTO

Senior Josh Meyer, a member of the Century High School
drama club, sits on the curb during the mock accident.

nies brought out tools they
typically use at a car crash.
The student actors could
hear popping sounds of the
tools as rescue crews opened
the car hood and doors to get

next step of their lives: believ-
ing in themselves, doing their
best and that obstacles in life
cannot be perfected without
some type of friction.

“A person cannot be perfect-
ed without obstacles,” Kimmel
said. “Let your hopes, not your
hurts, mold your future.”

The post secondary pro-
gram's goals include: providi
students with work experierCe
in a structured setting, develop-

ing student career awareness
and positive work attitudes,
fostering work independence,
increasing the speed and quality
of the students’ work, enhanc-
ing the students self-esteem
and increasing their options and

opportunities.
These goals are accomplished
by the administrators

setting students up with com-
munity organizations including
Target Inc., Diyision of Reha-

the victims out of the car.

“It made me sick to my
stomach,” said junior Sara
Komaromy. “That was i
fying.”

Please see Dangers, A9

~

bilitation Services in Carroll
County and the Carroll busi-
ness community, said Mary Pat
Dye, post secondary coordina-
tor.

Graduates were Carrie
Billings, Martez Carroll, Jamie
Davis, Stephen Goodwin, Dan
Hein, Derek Miller, Russell
Neighoff, Amanda Schmidt,
Shannon Smith, Erin Strevig,
Eric Tomaszewski, Jason Walk-
er and Elizabeth Yocum.



